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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 18, 2022 ~ 9:30 a.m. 



December 18, 2022 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
The sacred writings contain preliminary reports by the prophets on God’s 
Son. His descent from David roots him in history; his unique identity as Son 
of God was shown by the Spirit when Jesus was raised from the dead, setting 
him apart as the Messiah, our Master. Through him we received both the 
generous gift of his life and the urgent task of passing it on to others who 
receive it by entering into obedient trust in Jesus. You are who you are 
through this gift and call of Jesus Christ!      Romans 1:2-7 (The Message) 
 
Prelude:                               St. Theodolph                  L. Smith/D. Wagner 
 
Sung:  God welcomes all!   Strangers and friends! 
  God’s love is strong!   And it never ends!   

 Words:  John L. Bell, Music: South African traditional,  
 transcribed by John L. Bell at the Sunrise Hospice, Themba 
                 Text: © 2008, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Invocation           adapted from Worship Ways 
God of love – ferocious love, fierce love, unending love, everlasting love: We 
gather in this place with gratitude for the ways your love has called us out of 
darkness and into your marvelous light. Revive us; give us New Life; stir up 
your might in this place, as we call on your name and worship you in spirit 
and in truth. Amen.   
 
Call to Worship        from Matthew 1 & John 1 
Pastor: Matthew’s Gospel begins with “an account of the genealogy of Jesus 

Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
People: “Abraham was the father of Isaac; Isaac the father of Jacob; 

Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. . . .” 
Pastor: Matthew acknowledges the roles of four women – Tamar, Rahab, 

Ruth, and Bathsheba – in Jesus’ genealogy.  
People: And “Joseph, the husband of Mary, who bore Jesus, who is 

called the Christ.” 



Pastor: John’s Gospel says, “To all who receive Jesus, who believe in his 
name, he gives power to become children of God— 

People: “We are born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 
of man, but of God.” 

 
*Hymn                       O How Shall I Receive You      Tune: ST. THEODULPH 

Words: Paul Gerhardt, tr. composite; Music: Melchior Teschner 

1. O how shall I receive you, how greet you, Lord, aright? 
Your people long to see you, my hope, my heart’s delight! 
O Jesus, may your Word be a lamp to light my way, 
To show me how to please you, to guide me every day. 

2. Love caused your Incarnation, love brought you down to me; 
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty. 
O love beyond all telling that led you to embrace, 
in love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race. 

3. Rejoice, then you sad-hearted, who sit in deepest gloom, 
Who mourn for joys departed and tremble at your doom. 
Despair not, he is near you, he’s standing at the door; 
Who best can help and cheer you and bids you weep no more.  

 Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candles of Hope, Peace, Joy & Love        

     Isaiah 7:14b  
Pastor: Advent means coming. We light these candles as sign of the coming 

light of Christ. We are preparing ourselves for the days when “the 
Lord will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel (God is with us).” 

People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
  
*Hymn                             One Candle Is Lit – verse 4     CH # 128                   

Words: Mary Anne Parrott; Music: William J. Kirkpatrick 

Come, wander where lion and lamb gently play, 
Where evil is banished and faith takes the day, 
A Babe in a manger to fool the world’s eyes. 
One candle is lit for God’s loving surprise. 



Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
Pastor: We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, 

praying for peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love amidst 
commotion, grief, despair and uncertainty. 

Moment of Silence 

Pastor: God, our Shepherd and Restorer of our souls, in a world full of 
hopelessness, we have sometimes forgotten that you have shown 
us hope in endless ways. 

People: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may know your 
hope. 

Pastor: In the mirey mess of the world, we have sometimes neglected to lean 
into your peace that transcends comprehension. 

People: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may know your 
peace. 

Pastor: In a culture shrouded in doom and despair, we have often forgotten 
how to fight for our joy. 

People: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may know your 
joy. 

Pastor: In a moment when it is easier to hate others because they believe 
differently, love differently, live differently, vote differently – we have 
forgotten how to love beyond the bounds of what separates us. 

People: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may know your 
love. Stimulate our memory, O divine Creator. Remind us that 
even in our weakness, you are mighty. Amen. 

Words of Grace and Assurance 
Leader: God has never left us nor forsaken us. God is Immanuel in the face 

of crisis; Immanuel, in the midst of calamity; Immanuel, in the 
presence of tribulation. God with us, helping our unbelief, bringing us 
back to life, reminding us that we are light. Let that be Good News. 

 
Passing the Peace 
 
Choir Anthem:                Jus’ a Little Farther to go 
                                                        
Time with God’s Children 
 



Scripture                       Matthew 1:18-25 
         
Sermon: “Joseph, being a Righteous Man . . .”                      Pastor Day  
                       
*Hymn                          In the Bleak Midwinter           Tune: CRANHAM 

Words: Christina Rosetti; Music: Gustav Holst 

1. In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone: 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 
in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

3. What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb, 
if I were a wise man I would do my part, 
yet what I can I give him, give my heart. 

 
Prayers of the People  
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
Call to Offering 
We believe in the God of justice and righteousness, and God believes in us 
to carry forth the mission of loving and caring for community. We share our 
gifts and resources so that we may continue to walk humbly with God and 
with neighbors. 
 
 
 



*Doxology 
                        Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                        Praise God, all creatures here below; 
                        Praise God for all that love has done; 
                        Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 
 
*Dedication (in unison) 
We dedicate these gifts that have been shared to strengthen God’s 
beloved community. Let these gifts do justice in the world so that all 
may know they are loved by God; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*Hymn                     Go, Tell It on the Mountain      CH # 167 

Words: African-American spiritual; adapt. John W. Work. Jr., 1907 
Music: African-American spiritual; arr. William Farley Smith, 1986 

 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.  
 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth,  
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.  
 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,  
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  
 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.       
 
 



*Charge & Benediction         Worship Ways  
Go forth knowing that you are loved by God; go forth leading a life that is a 
sign of God’s grace; go forth with anticipation for kingdom that is to come. 
And in that going, may God bless and keep you; may God’s face shine upon 
you; may God be gracious to you and give you peace. Amen. 
 

Postlude                 Go, Tell it on the Mountain                  A.D. Miller    
 
 
Hymns/songs licensed under One License #A-73187 and CCLI #48404708 
 
 

Staff 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Paul A. Day 

Administrative Assistant: Lyn Glassock 
Organist:  Peter Dickson* 

Organist: Jesse Myers-Wakeman 
Choir Director: David Myers-Wakeman 

Sexton: Mark R.H. Heath 
Treasurer:  Liz McGlinn, CPA, CGMA    

   
Church Phone: 829-3644 

Church e-mail: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Day’s phone: 207 712-9896 
Pastor Day’s email: revpaulday@gmail.com 

 
Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 

Maine Conference Website: www.maineucc.org 
YouTube: youtube.com/c/nyccucc 

 
Due to the Corona Virus-Covid-19, this service was recorded 

and streamed on YouTube. 
 
If you are not receiving church emails and would like to, please send an email to 
nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com asking to be added to the list.  Like the NYCC FB 
page and you will be notified of what is happening there, too! 

Offering can also be made online through Tithely at 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940 or text “Give” to 833-751-0314 

mailto:revpaulday@gmail.com
mailto:nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940


 

Advent and Christmas  
at  

North Yarmouth  
Congregational Church 

 

   
 

Sundays ~ 9:30 am ~ Worship with us  
We celebrate Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, anticipating the One who comes to us 

as a Child.  Each week we light the Advent Wreath, sing carols of the season, 
and our gifted choir shares beautiful music as we prepare for Christmas. 

 
Saturday, December 18 

Nativity Display  
Experience the meaning of Christmas as you view a collection of 75 Nativities 

from around the world, including some special ones for children and the young at 
heart. Enjoy looking during coffee hour. 

 
  

Christmas Eve, December 24th 
  

5:00 pm ~ Family Christmas Worship  
Walk-on Pageant, Choir 

 
  

11:00 pm ~ Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 
 
  

Christmas Day, December 25 
No Service ~ The 5 pm Christmas Eve Service  

will be available to watch on-line 
 

New Year’s Day, January 1 
9:30 am ~ Worship Service with Holy Communion 



 


