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December 4, 2022 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the LORD. . . . On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal 
to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious.                 Isaiah 11:1-2, 10 
 
Prelude:                         Veni Emmanuel        N. Rawsthorne/F. Ashdown    
 
Sung:  God welcomes all!   Strangers and friends! 
  God’s love is strong!   And it never ends!   

 Words:  John L. Bell, Music: South African traditional,  
 transcribed by John L. Bell at the Sunrise Hospice, Themba 
                 Text: © 2008, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Invocation         inspired by Psalm 72 
God of the waiting, we enter this time of worship hoping that when we leave 
this place, we will be full of the courage needed to stand as a signal to those 
around us. We come to your house to feel closer to your presence, O God, 
that your righteousness may flourish and peace abound in our lives. May your 
glory fill this place as we worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen. 
 
Call to Worship                Romans 15:4-6 
Pastor: Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction. 
People: By steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures 

may we find our hope in God. 
Pastor: May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live 

in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
People: Together you will with one voice glorify the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Pastor: Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, 

for the glory of God. 



Passing the Peace 
 
*Hymn                I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day       Tune: WALTHAM 

Words: Henry W. Longfellow; Tune: Jean Baptiste Calkin 
 
1.  I heard the bells on Christmas day  
     Their old familiar carols play, 
     And wild and sweet the words repeat  
     Of peace of earth, goodwill to men. 

2.  I thought how, as the day had come, 
     The belfries of all Christendom 
     Had rolled along th'unbroken song 
     Of peace on earth, goodwill to men. 

3.  And in despair I bowed my head: 
     "There is no peace on earth," I said, 
     "For hate is strong, and mocks the song 
     Of peace on earth, goodwill to men." 

4.  Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
     "God is not dead: nor doth He sleep; 
     The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
     With peace on earth, goodwill to men." 

5.  Till, ringing, singing on its way, 
     The world revolved from night to day, 
     A voice, a chime, a chant sublime, 
     Of peace on earth, goodwill to men! 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candles of Hope & Peace         Isaiah 11:6 
Pastor: Advent means coming. We light these candles as sign of the coming 

light of Christ. We are preparing ourselves for the days when “the 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall 
lead them.” 

People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
  



Hymn                    One Candle Is Lit – verse 2       CH # 128                   
Words: Mary Anne Parrott; Music: William J. Kirkpatrick 

Come quickly, Shalom, teach us how to prepare 
For a gift that compels us with justice to care. 
Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease. 
One candle is lit for the reign of God’s peace. 

 
Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
Pastor: We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, 

praying for peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love. 

Moment of Silence 

All: God, we admit that we do not always stand as a sign of your 
righteousness. In the hustle and bustle of our lives, we have left little 
room to witness — to be your hands and feet in a world that needs 
us now more than ever. In the warm belly of comfort, many of us have 
relaxed in the layers of our privilege, Not attending to the needs of 
the least of these. Forgive us, O God. Give us the courage to stand 
tall, to follow in the footsteps of the one who came to secure justice 
for the poor, bring equity to the meek, and condemn the wicked with 
his lips. And on that day, we shall stand as a signal to the people. 

Words of Grace and Assurance 
Leader: Beloved, know that God’s grace and mercy abound, and in Christ, 

we are forgiven. Let us live into God’s gift. 
 
Choir Anthem:       Soon and Very Soon 
                                                        
Time with God’s Children 
 
Scripture:                Matthew 3:1-12 
         
Sermon:                              Welcome Words                  Pastor Day 
                       
*Hymn             O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – vv. 1, 2 & 4   CH # 119 
Words: st. 1-2 tr. John M. Neale, 1851; st. 3-4 tr. Henry S. Coffin, 1916 
Music: French Melody (15 Century); arr. and harm. Thomas Helmore, 1854 



O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
  
O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent 
here; disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows 
put to flight. Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, o Israel! 
  
O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;  
bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s 
peace. Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, o Israel! 
 
 
Prayers of the People  
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
Call to Offering 
Our righteous and faithful God invites us to bear witness that God’s kingdom 
has drawn near. May our offerings help prepare the way of the Lord. 
 
*Doxology 
                        Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
                        Praise God, all creatures here below; 
                        Praise God for all that love has done; 
                        Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 
 
*Dedication (in unison) 
We present before you, O God, the fruit of our labors, and the fruit of 
earth and vine. Use our gifts to bless this beloved community and to 
bear witness to your kingdom of justice and peace. May they be a signal 



of your Presence that heals, saves, and frees us; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
*Hymn         Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence – vv. 1 & 2   CH # 124 
 Words: Liturgy of St. James (4th century); tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1864 
 Music: French carol (17th century); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 

 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand  
Christ our God to earth de-scendeth, our full homage to demand. 
 
Truly God, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,  
word of God, in human vesture, in the body and the blood,  
Christ will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 
 
 

+ The Sacrament of Holy Communion + 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table & Words of Institution 
 
Sharing the Bread & the Cup 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison) 
Loving God, you have graciously fed us through these holy mysteries 
— the bread of life and the cup of salvation. You have made us your 
own people by the death and resurrection of your Son our Lord, and by 
the life-giving power of your Spirit. You have strengthened us for your 
service, that our lives might bear witness to your coming kingdom of 
justice and peace. As we have seen the greatness of your love, we long 
to see you face to face. Amen. 
 
*Charge & Benediction         Romans 15:4-6, 13 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together 
you will with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 



Postlude                                    Irby                                         P. Moore 
 
 
 
Hymns/songs licensed under One License #A-73187 and CCLI #48404708 
 
 
 

Staff 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Paul A. Day 

Administrative Assistant: Lyn Glassock 
Organist:  Peter Dickson* 

Organist: Jesse Myers-Wakeman 
Choir Director: David Myers-Wakeman 

Sexton: Mark R.H. Heath 
Treasurer:  Liz McGlinn, CPA, CGMA    

   
Church Phone: 829-3644 

Church e-mail: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Day’s phone: 207 712-9896 
Pastor Day’s email: revpaulday@gmail.com 

 
Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 

Maine Conference Website: www.maineucc.org 
YouTube: youtube.com/c/nyccucc 

 
Due to the Corona Virus-Covid-19, this service was recorded 

and streamed on YouTube. 
 
If you are not receiving church emails and would like to, please send an email to 
nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com asking to be added to the list.  Like the NYCC FB 
page and you will be notified of what is happening there, too! 

Offering can also be made online through Tithely at 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940 or text “Give” to 833-751-0314 
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Advent and Christmas  
at  

North Yarmouth  
Congregational Church 

 

   
 

Sundays ~ 9:30 am ~ Worship with us  
We celebrate Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, anticipating the One who comes to us 

as a Child.  Each week we light the Advent Wreath, sing carols of the season, 
and our gifted choir shares beautiful music as we prepare for Christmas. 

 
Saturday, December 17 

10 am—12 noon ~ Nativity Display Open House 
Experience the meaning of Christmas as you view a collection of 75 Nativities 

from around the world, including some special ones for children and the young at 
heart. Enjoy a cookie and coffee, tea or hot chocolate as you visit with your 

neighbors. 
 
  

Christmas Eve, December 24th 
  

5:00 pm ~ Family Christmas Worship  
Walk-on Pageant, Choir 

 
  

11:00 pm ~ Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 
 
  

Christmas Day, December 25 
No Service ~ The 5 pm Christmas Eve Service  

will be available to watch on-line 
 

New Year’s Day, January 1 
9:30 am ~ Worship Service with Holy Communion 


