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Come to Life 
Service Prayers for the Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 27, 2022 
 
Prelude                    Three Choral Preludes                        J. Brahms    
 
Sung:  God welcomes all!   Strangers and friends! 
  God’s love is strong!   And it never ends!   

 Words:  John L. Bell, Music: South African traditional,  
 transcribed by John L. Bell at the Sunrise Hospice, Themba 
                 Text: © 2008, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship (Inspired by Psalm 32) 
One: Happy are those who experience the grace of God 
Many: Who find forgiveness and mercy from the Holy One. 
One: Happy are those who experience the steadfast love of God 
Many: Who find peace even in times of trial. 
One: Happy are those who experience rest in God 
Many: Who find sabbath to renew their spirit. 

*Song of Joy       Christians, We Have Met to Worship             CH#277 
Words: Attr. George Atkins (19th C.); alt. 
Music:  William Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825 

 
Christians, we have met to worship and adore the living God;  
will you pray with all your power, while we try to preach the Word?  
All is vain unless the Spirit of the Holy One comes down; Christians, 
pray, and holy manna will be showered all around. 
 
Is there here a trembling jailer, seeking grace and filled with fears?   
Is there here a weeping Mary pouring forth a flood of tears?   
Tell them all about the Savior, how in Christ the lost are found.  
Pray, oh pray, and holy manna will be scattered all around. 
 
Let us love our God supremely, let us love each other, too;  



let us pray for all earth’s people till our God makes all things new.  
Christ will call us home to heaven, at the table we’ll sit down; Christ 
will welcome us and serve us living manna all around. 

Unison Invocation 
Holy God, Holy Renewal, 
After times of broken relationships, painful injustices, and feeling 
deserted, we enter this season yearning for restoration and your 
comforting grace. In this time of wilderness and reflection, we 
evaluate the relationships between us and our neighbors. Fill our 
weary souls with hope. Lead us on roads of renewal, and focus 
our minds as we ponder our callings in your realm. Amen. 

Prayer of Reflection and Growth 
 
Holy Breath of Life, 
There are moments when our decisions do not take into 
consideration the well-being of our neighbors.  

silence 

There are times when our reactions turn inward instead of building 
healthy reconciliation.  

How is it that we are holding back our neighbor’s rebirth?  

silence 

How are our implicit and explicit biases restricting God’s grace and 
radical love?  

How do our actions and biases impede our own spiritual growth? 

silence 

Urge us to be life-giving agents of your love. May each of our steps be 
healing not only to us, but to our siblings on the journey. Amen. 



Assurance of God’s Grace 
God, our Divine Parent, runs towards us with infinite love and grace. 
May the mercy we experience transform our minds, hearts, and souls. 
May we extend God’s grace as we run towards our Divine Parent. 

PASSING THE PEACE 

Choral Anthem 

Gospel Reading:  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Message                                                                  Rev. Nancy J. White 

*Hymn                   O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go                  CH#540   
   Words: George Matheson, 1882 

Music: Albert L. Peace, 1884 

 
O Love that wilt not let me go,  
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
That in thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be. 
 
O light that followest all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day may brighter, fairer be. 
 
O Joy that sleekest me through pain, 
I dare not close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be. 
 
O Cross that liftest up my head,  
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red life that shall endless 
be.               
 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 

Reflection on Giving 
One: Even when our gifts become dormant, God our Divine Parent 
stirs our hearts, calling us to bring to life our gifts once again. What 
gifts may God be challenging us to revive? How can these treasures, 
talents, and time create equitable communities? 

*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;                                                         
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.    

And we pray together: 
All: Loving God, Holy Fountain of Blessings, 
With gratitude, we celebrate the offerings we share with you and 
this community today. May they enliven our spirits, building 
excitement around us, and creating a culture of giving. Open us 
to new possibilities for using our gifts to build the dignity of all 
and to strengthen our neighborhoods. Amen. 

*Sending Song              Fill the World with Love                      CH#467  
    Words: David L. Edwards, 1992     

Music: David L. Edwards, 1992; arr. Susan Adams, 1994 
 

With the vision in our minds of how the world could be,  
and the fullness of our hearts from the suffering we see;  
when we make all that we are and have part of God’s destiny,  
we can fill the world with love, we can fill the world with love. 
 



All the people in this world living lives of pain and fear,  
crying out into the night, wond’ring when someone will hear; 
while there are so many others having so much they can share, 
can we fill the world with love, can we fill the world with love. 
 
We whose spirits long to share, long to comfort and to heal,  
know that when we act alone, hope is difficult to feel;  
but together as we labor God’s compassion to reveal we will fill 
the world with love, we will fill the world with love. 
 
Let us hesitate no longer in our doubt and our dismay;  
there’s a pow’r at work within us that has promised a new day.  
And the time will surely come, it will not be long delayed when 
God fills the world with love, when God fills the world with love.         

*BENEDICTION 
May our spirits come alive in this season of Lent 
When we run to God, our Divine Parent, with the hopes of 
strengthening our bonds, 
When we embrace the Christ, our Divine Neighbor, with the hopes of 
reconciliation, 
When we breathe with the Spirit, our Divine Encourager, in the hopes 
of peace. 
Amen. 

Postlude                               Prelude in Fugue               Anton Bruchner 

         

Come to Life: Service Prayers for the Fourth Sunday of Lent 
C was written by the Rev. Michelle L. Torigian, Senior Pastor of St. 
Paul United Church of Christ, Belleville, Illinois. 

 



Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy J. White 

Administrative Assistant: Lyn Glassock 
Organist:  Peter Dickson* 
Organist: Linda Lambrides 

Choir Director: David Myers-Wakeman 
Sexton: Mark R.H. Heath 

Treasurer:  Liz McGlinn, CPA, CGMA      
 
 

Church Phone: 829-3644 
Church e-mail: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Nancy J. White phone: 207-504-6289 

Rev. Nancy J. White email: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com 
 

Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 
Maine Conference Website: www.maineucc.org 

YouTube: youtube.com/c/nyccucc 
 

Due to the Corona Virus-Covid-19, this service was recorded 
and streamed on YouTube. 

 
If you are not receiving church emails and would like to, please send 
an email to nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com asking to be added to the list.  
Like the NYCC FB page and you will be notified of what is happening 
there, too! 

Offering can also be made online through Tithely at 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940 
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