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The Third Sunday in Lent 
March 20, 2022 ~ 9:30 a.m. 

 



LOOKING FOR FRUIT 
The Third Sunday in Lent Year C 
Wednesday, March 20, 2022 

Prelude                    Two Settings of Psalm 23                  F. Ashdown                
 
Sung:  God welcomes all!   Strangers and friends! 
  God’s love is strong!   And it never ends!   

 Words:  John L. Bell, Music: South African traditional,  
 transcribed by John L. Bell at the Sunrise Hospice, Themba 
                 Text: © 2008, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Come, everyone who thirsts, 
Come to the waters. Come to the wells. 
All: Our souls thirst for you, O God. 
We lift up our hands and call on your name 
One: Come, without money. Come without cost. 
Incline your ears and listen for good news. 
All: Our flesh faints for you, O God. 
Our lips sing praises, beholding your glory. 
One: Come, eat good. Come, feast upon true riches. 
Be filled with that which sustains you. 
All: Our souls are satisfied in you, O God. 
In the shadow of your wings, we sing with joy. 

*Hymn                              As the Deer                                     WR#471 
Words and Music: Martin Nystrom (1956-), alt. 

As the deer pants for the water,  
so my soul longs after you; 
you alone are my heart’s desire  
and I long to worship you. 
 You alone are my strength and shield; 
 to you alone may my spirit yield. 
 you alone are my heart’s desire, 



 and I long to worship you. 
 
I want you more than gold or silver,  
only you can satisfy; 
you alone are the real joy-giver  
and the apple of my eye. 
 You alone are my strength and shield; 
 to you alone may my spirit yield. 
 you alone are my heart’s desire, 
 and I long to worship you. 

 
You’re my friend and you are my brother,  
even though you are a king; 
I love you more than any other,  
so much more than anything! 
 You alone are my strength and shield; 
 to you alone may my spirit yield. 
 you alone are my heart’s desire, 
 and I long to worship you. 

INVOCATION 
Leader: Author of abundance, God of change, we come into this hour 
with holy expectations. As we travel on our journey of transformation 
this Lenten season, we know that you are with us. You walk beside us. 
Your presence surrounds us. Help us to bear fruit as we walk this road. 
Remind us that you will never leave us nor forsakes us, that your rod 
and your staff comfort us, that you have prepared a feast for us when 
all can come and eat. Keep us forever in the path as we worship you in 
spirit and in truth. Amen. 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION / INVITATION TO CHANGE 
Leader: God, you call us to step more deeply into ourselves 
as we amend and awaken to who you desire us to be. 
Let us acknowledge our transgressions in stillness and in silence 
So that may prepare our hearts for change. 

Moment of silence 



All: We confess that we have not always brought forth good fruit. 
In the midst of chaos and frenzy, we have often lost our way. 
Our feet have strayed from the place where we met you. 
Our egos have kept us from seeing our missteps; 
Yet, with you, we know there’s another chance for change. 
There is another opportunity to bear good fruit 
In a world full of spoiled and rotten produce, and systems 
designed to kill.  We are called to be the change that sustains 
generations.  Let us lean with you into this chance for 
transformation. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Leader: God’s grace and mercy abounds. 
God is with us in the change. 
God’s everlasting arms embrace us. 
Each of us is beloved, affirmed, and set free. 
Amen. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
 
Choral Anthem   
 
Gospel Reading: Isaiah 55, Psalm 63 
 
Message                                                                  Rev. Nancy J. White 
 
*Hymn             There’s a Wideness in God's Mercy              NCH#73 
 Words: Frederick W. Faber, 1854 
 Music: Lizzie S. Tourjee, 1877; harm. Charles H. Webb, 1988 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy  
like the wideness of the sea;  
there’s a kindness in God’s justice,  
which is more than liberty. 
 
There is welcome for the sinner,  
and more graces for the good!   
There is mercy with the Savior;  



there is healing in his blood. 
 
For the love of God is broader  
than the measure of our mind;  
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
 
If our love were but more simple,  
we should rest upon God’s word;  
and our lives would by illumined  
by the presence of our Lord. 
  
OFFERING 
Leader: As recipients of the generosity of God, let us share our 
generosity with each other and the community. 
 
*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;                                                         
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.    

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
One: For the wondrous ways this offering will bless this community 
All: We dedicate these gifts. 
One: For the ways it’ll help us nurture caring relationships with our 
neighbors 
All: We dedicate these gifts. 
Let this offering, and the works of our hands and feet, be good fruit in 
the world. 

*Hymn                          Lift Every Voice and Sing                   CH#631 
 Words: James Weldon Johnson, 1921 
 Music: J. Rosamond Johnson, 1921 
Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring,  
ring with the harmonies of liberty;  
let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies,  



let it resound loud as the rolling sea.   
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;  
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;  
facing the rising sun of our new day begun,  
let us march on till victory is won. 
 
Stony the we trod, bitter the chastening rod,  
felt in the days when hope unborn had died;  
yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet  
come to the place for which our people sighed?   
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;  
we have come, treading our path thru the blood of the 
slaughtered,  
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last  
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,  
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;  
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light,  
keep us forever in the path, we pray.   
Lest our feet stray from the place, our God, where we met thee;  
lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;  
shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand,  
true to our God, true to our native land. 
                   

*BENEDICTION 
As we go forth to bear good fruit, 
May God be with us in our hunger and thirst. 
May our ears be ever inclined, listening for the good news. 
May praises be on our lips even in the bleakest valley 
And May the God of peace equip us with every good thing 
to carry out God’s desire for the world. 
Amen. 

Postlude                                Prelude & Fugue                          J. Seger 



                 

Looking for Fruit Service Prayers for Lent 3C was written by Rev. Mia M. McClain, the 
Associate Minister at Myers Park Baptist Church in Charlotte, NC and a member of the 
Southern Conference UCC.                

 
Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Nancy J. White 
Administrative Assistant: Lyn Glassock 

Organist:  Peter Dickson* 
Organist: Linda Lambrides 

Choir Director: David Myers, Jr. 
Sexton: Mark R.H. Heath 

Treasurer:  Liz McGlinn, CPA, CGMA      
 
 

Church Phone: 829-3644 
Church e-mail: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Nancy J. White phone: 207-504-6289 

Rev. Nancy J. White email: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com 
 

Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 
Maine Conference Website: www.maineucc.org 

YouTube: youtube.com/c/nyccucc 
 

Due to the Corona Virus-Covid-19, this service was recorded 
and streamed on YouTube. 

 
If you are not receiving church emails and would like to, please send 
an email to nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com asking to be added to the list.  
Like the NYCC FB page and you will be notified of what is happening 
there, too! 

Offering can also be made online through Tithely at 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940 
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