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April 3, 2022 
 
Prelude     Arioso from Cantata No. 156 (I stand at the Threshold        JS Bach 
                     Rhosymedre                     R. Vaughan Williams 
 
Sung:  God welcomes all!   Strangers and friends! 
  God’s love is strong!   And it never ends!   

 Words:  John L. Bell, Music: South African traditional,  
 transcribed by John L. Bell at the Sunrise Hospice, Themba 
                 Text: © 2008, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: Family of God, we gather as who we are, and we bring what we 
have. 

Many: Let us encounter the new thing God is doing among us. 

One: We bring joy and sorrow, hope and despair, resources and need, 
certainty and questions. 

Many: Let us engage the new thing God is doing among us. 

One: In this space, we meet the One who parts seas, creates paths, 
and changes circumstances. 

Many: Let us encourage the new thing God is doing among us. 

 
 
*Hymn                 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above      CH#6 
 Words: Johann J. Schutz, 1675; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1864, alt. 
 Music: Bohemian Brethren’s Kirchengesange, 1566; harm. Maurice F. Bell, 1906 

Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation, the 
God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation.  With 
healing balm my soul is filled and every faithless murmur stilled; 
to God all praise and glory. 



 
Our God is never far away, but through all grief distressing, an 
ever present help and stay, our peace and joy and blessing.  As 
with a mother’s tender hand, God gently leads the chosen band: 
to God all praise and glory. 
 
Then all my glad-some way along, I sing aloud your praises, that 
all may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied raises.  Be 
joyful in the Lord, my heart, both soul and body bear your part: to 
God all praise and glory. 
 
Let all who name Christ’s holy name give God all praise and 
glory; let all who own God’s power proclaim aloud the wondrous 
story!  Cast each false idol from its throne, for Christ is Lord, and 
Christ alone: to God all praise and glory. 
 
 

Prayer of Invocation 

Holy One, we rejoice in your presence. We acknowledge that you have 
done great things in our history, in our present, and in our future. Our 
hope rests in you. We rejoice in confidence that you abide in our dry 
spaces and in our flowing streams. Lead us through troubling times 
and empower us to continue to press toward you and your way. In our 
worship, part our lips in praise, open our hearts in love, and quench 
our spirits in worship. Amen. 

 

Prayer for Transformation and Restoration 

Left:  Righteous God, you made us in your divine image and yet we 
often turn to the gazes of others to see ourselves.  

Right:  We yield to the temptation of comparison and measure 
ourselves according to standards not made for us.  

Left:  You declared us good, and we question your judgment.  



Right:  We turn from your truth and receive the lies of the enemy of our 
souls that devalue and condemn even though your grace is sufficient 
for us.  

Left:  Mend the brokenness within us.  

Right:  Fortify us with your love, hope, and vision.  

All:  Shield us from stagnation and despair. Amen. 

silence 

Assurance of Grace 

The God of grace sees us fully, knows us fully, and loves us fully. May 
our eyes be ever open to see ourselves as God sees us and restore 
our souls. 

 
Passing the Peace               
 

Choral Anthem    Order My Steps 
 
Gospel reading:  John 12:1-8 
 

Message                   

 

Prayers of the People  
 
                               
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
 
                                                   



Invitation to Generosity 

In the gospel reading, we find a story of abundant generosity. Let us be 
like Mary who did not count the cost of the blessing she shared but 
only sought the good, purpose, and reward of her gift. Let us not 
hesitate to pour what we have out in order to touch lives, comfort and 
console, and meet the needs we encounter in our community and our 
world. 

 
 

*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;                                                         
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.    
 

Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

Anoint these gifts, Generous God, that they may fulfill their 
purpose. Through the pouring out of our financial resources, 
unique passions and skills, and faithful companionship with our 
community, may we impart hope, render joy, and participate in 
your kindom. Amen. 

 
 

Celebration of Holy Communion 
 
 
*Hymn                         [We]  Come with Joy                         CH#420 

    Please sing ‘We’ instead of ‘I’  

 Words: Brian Wren, 1969, 1995 

 Music: Southern Harmony, 1835; harm. Charles H. Webb, 1987 

 

I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven,  
loved and free, the life of Jesus to recall,  
in love laid down for me, in love laid down for me. 
 



I come with Christians far and near to find,  
as all are fed, the new community of love  
in Christ’s communion bread, in Christ’s communion bread. 
 
As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud  
division ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and 
strangers now are friends, and strangers now are friends. 
 
The Spirit of the risen Christ, unseen, but  
ever near, is in such friendship better known,  
alive among us here, alive among us here. 
 
Together met, together bound by all that  
God had done, we’ll go with joy, to give the world the  
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one. 

 

Invitation to Communion (Psalm 126) 

 

Come to this table, wherever it is set, 

all you who go out weeping, 

bearing the seeds of desperate hope, 

lingering sadness, loss, fear, or depression, 

bearing the seeds of sunflowers.   

 

We come holding hearts, 

even if we cannot hold hands. 

 

Come to this table, wherever it is set, 

all you who come home with joy, 

with release from pain, 

with new tender love, soft vintage love, 

child-smile, or good memory. 

 

We come to the ordinary table 

of God’s extraordinary love. 

Words of Remembrance and Consecration (John 12:1-8) 

 



We remember so many different 

tables of Jesus – 

his acceptance of hospitality 

from Peter’s mother-in-law and Zacchaeus, 

the Syrophoenician woman’s challenge, 

the generous boy with his lunch. 

 

We remember a meal Martha served, 

with food Jesus didn’t criticize, 

a living but endangered Lazarus 

sitting at the table, 

and the gift of costly perfume 

Mary poured over Jesus’ feet. 

 

There is always controversy 

about how to love God 

live in justice, share compassion. 

 

Jesus remembered six days later 

what Mary had done and washed 

his disciples’ dirty, calloused toes. 

 

We, too, remember – the Passover 

with a betrayer, a denier, a doubter, 

all clean and loved. 

 

Jesus used what was familiar, 

accessible and ordinary – 

bread already on the table 

a cup for all lips. 

 

And so we share these from our tables – 

knowing that some of us cook, 

some anoint, some argue, 

some simply eat, 

 

and there are many present 



whom Christ has returned to life. 

 

Holy God, bless every piece of bread near the mouth of any one of 

your children so that it becomes the strength and hope and holiness 

we need. Bless a small plastic cup or a beautiful chalice, and every 

glass in between, reminding us that we can never spill our love and 

we always and in all places drink your healing. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Elements  

Leader:  You hold the Bread of heaven. Honor it. 

It is consecrated to perfectly match your need. Receive it. 

 

Unison: We eat it in hope.    

 

Leader: You hold the Cup of blessing. Honor it. 

It is consecrated so you become a communion of saints. 

Receive this one small sip – deeply.              

 

Unison: We drink it in joy.  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Isaiah 43:16-21) 

 

God, we give you thanks that we are the people chosen in this meal, 

chosen to make new paths, new ways in the wilderness of sorrows, 

losses and injustices, dangers to all creatures and the earth itself. 

From this blessed meal we take hope that even war may be quenched, 

and that we can recognize your new things springing forth, and 

commit ourselves to be the bringers of their blessings to all people. 

amen. 

 

*Sending Song                    Ours the Journey                       CH#458  
 Words and Music: Juilian B. Rush, 1979 
 
In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways,  
who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering their sep’rate ways?   
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
we your people, ours the journey now and ever more. 



 
Through the flood of starving peoples, warring factions and despair,  
who will lift the olive branches?  Who will light the flame of care?   
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
we your people, ours the journey now and ever more. 
 
Though we reach the highest heavens, holding worlds at our 
command,  
we are yet a desert people searching for the promised land.   
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
we your people, ours the journey now and ever more. 
 
Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain,  
may your blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the church again.   
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
we your people, ours the journey now and ever more.                  
        

*BENEDICTION 

As you go into the world, may the aroma of your faith fill the air around 
you. May your hope perfume your encounters. May your touch mend 
broken walls. And may the God of hope and peace, guide you, 
envelope you, and sustain you on the journey and in the work. 

 
Postlude                             Swing Low, Sweet Chariot               Arr. Richard Elliott           

 

 

 

Leave Her Alone Service Prayers for the Fifth Sunday in Lent was 
written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for Worship and 
Theology, United Church of Christ. 

 

 



Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy J. White 

Administrative Assistant: Lyn Glassock 
Organist:  Peter Dickson 

Organist: Linda Lambrides 
Choir Director: David Myers-Wakeman 

Sexton: Mark R.H. Heath 
Treasurer:  Liz McGlinn, CPA, CGMA  

 
Thank you to Nancy Wines-DeWan for serving as our guest organist today.     

 
Church Phone: 829-3644 

Church e-mail: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Nancy J. White phone: 207-504-6289 
Rev. Nancy J. White email: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com 

 
Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 

Maine Conference Website: www.maineucc.org 
YouTube: youtube.com/c/nyccucc 

 
Due to the Corona Virus-Covid-19, this service was recorded 

and streamed on YouTube. 
 
If you are not receiving church emails and would like to, please send an email to 
nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com asking to be added to the list.  Like the NYCC FB 
page and you will be notified of what is happening there, too! 

Offering can also be made online through Tithely at 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940 
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