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Interrupted by Love 
Service Prayers for the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 6, 2022 

 
Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13) • Psalm 138 • 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 • Luke 5:1-11 

 
Prelude                              Nun Bitten Wir                                   D. Buxtehude                      
 
Sung:  God welcomes all!   Strangers and friends! 
  God’s love is strong!   And it never ends!   

 Words:  John L. Bell, Music: South African traditional,  
 transcribed by John L. Bell at the Sunrise Hospice, Themba 
                 Text: © 2008, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Isaiah: surprised by the Holy One in the Temple– 
A vision, a call, a response: 
Here I am: Send me! 
 
Paul: surprised by the Spirit at his hateful work— 
An interruption, a challenge, a response: 
I received from the Lord the word of grace I now proclaim! 
 
Weary fisher folk: surprised by Jesus at their empty boats— 
A sign, a promise, a response: 
They left everything to follow! 

Let us worship the One whose call surprises and challenges us. 

Hymn                                  God is Here!     CH#280 

Words: Fred Pratt Green, 1978 Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1941 
God is here!  As we your people meet to offer 
praise and prayer, may we find in fuller measure 
what it is in Christ we share.  Here, as in the word  
around us, all our varied skills and arts wait the 
coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 
 



Here are symbols to remind us of our life-long 
need of grace; here are table, fount, and pulpit; 
here the cross has central place.  Here in honesty of 
preaching, here in silence, as in speech, here, in 
newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s 
flock and fold; here as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us, as of old.  Here the servants of the 
Servant seek in worship to explore what it  
means in daily living to believe and to adore. 
 
Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of 
change and doubt keep us faithful to the gospel; 
help us work your purpose out.  Here, in this day’s dedi- 
cation, all we have to give, receive; we, who 
cannot live without you, we adore you!  We believe! 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Holy One, you are ready to meet us 
wherever we are in our lives, 
offering vision, interruption, hope 
where we may least expect it. 
Surprise us here at worship today 
With some grace unexpected 
that will change something in us 
—large or small— 
and send us into the world 
inspired and impassioned to do your work. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
You call to us through the voices of the poor and the powerless, 
But we close ourselves off from their need: 
Lord have mercy 



You call to us through the cries of those who struggle 
to change structures of oppression, but we turn away from their 
challenge: 
Christ have mercy 
You hint, you invite, you surround us with calls to love you more fully, 
and follow you more faithfully, but we cling to comfort and safety: 
Lord have mercy 
 
Silence 
 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE 
Friends, the call of God, like God’s own grace, is new every day. 
Let us go forward with eyes and ears and hearts open 
to the work of God in our world, 
and draw on the courage to create with God a Just World for All. 
 
Passing the Peace              Gaelic blessing                        John Rutter  
 

Choral Anthem 
 
Gospel reading:  Luke 5:1-11 
 

Message                   

Hymn             Lord, You have come to the Lakeshore    CH#342   
 Words: C Gabarain, 1979; tr. G.C.Suppe, G. Lockwood, R. Gutierrez-Achon, 1987   
 Music: Cesareo Gabarain, 1979; harm. Skinner Chavez-Melo, 1987 

Lord, you have come to the lakeshore  
looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones;  
you only asked me to follow humbly.  

O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me,  
and while smiling have spoken my name;  
now my boat’s left on the shore-line behind me;  
by your side I will seek other seas. 

 
You know so well my possessions;  
my boat carries no gold and no weapons;  
you will find there my nets and labor. 



 O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me,  
and while smiling have spoken my name;  
now my boat’s left on the shore-line behind me;  
by your side I will seek other seas. 

 
You need my hands, full of caring  
through my labors to give others rest,  
and constant love that keeps on loving. 
 O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me,  

and while smiling have spoken my name;  
now my boat’s left on the shore-line behind me;  
by your side I will seek other seas. 

 
You, who have fished other oceans, 
ever longed for by souls who are waiting,  
my loving friend, as thus you call me.        

O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me,  
and while smiling have spoken my name;  
now my boat’s left on the shore-line behind me;  
by your side I will seek other seas. 

          
 

Prayers of the People  
 
                              My Faith looks up to Thee                   arr. M Sedio 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
 
                                                   



INVITATION TO SHARING                  
God, you call us to give as we have received. 
You call us to respond to your grace. 
Let our generosity express our gratitude for your goodness in our lives. 
 

Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;                                                         
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.    
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God who calls us to participate in your vision of justice for our 
world, 
Let these offerings become our response: 
all your people fed, 
all your people safe, 
all your people housed, 
all your people educated. Amen. 
 

Celebration of Holy Communion 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Who will come to this table … 
to celebrate care in illness, comfort in sorrow, 
healing beyond curing, peace in forgiveness, 
hope in times of fear or threat? 
 
Here we are. We will come. 

 
Who will come to this table, 
having abundance, 
as culture defines it or your heart knows it, 
and because you have discovered 
your own generosity 
and need to start giving? 



 
Here we are. We will come.| 
 
Who will come to this table, 
willing to be welcomed, 
even when that is awkward, 
willing to be served, 
not a server, or planner of the menu, 
and willing to welcome 
anybody, anybody, anybody 
who sits beside you … 
willing to offer welcome 
even expecting it to be rejected, 
and, if it is, offer again? 
 
Here we are. We will come, 
with our regrets and dreams of angels, 
with our healed lips and lives. 
 
Words of Remembering 
 
Jesus of Nazareth came to the lakeshore, 
borrowed a boat and reached out to people 
by offering words to remember 
and food to eat. 
The words called them to follow 
and the food was from deep places. 
 
Jesus comes still to stormy waters 
and food deserts, 
to borrow the leaky rowboat 
(we wish was more like a cruise ship) 
that we call the church, 
and use it to offer words 
that change human lives, 
and sustenance that saves them. 
 



We remember that Jesus knew, 
when it was the last Passover, 
that only a few words were needed, 
and the simplest meal prepared, 
 
Jesus blessed, broke, poured, shared, 
and whispered … “For You.” 

 

Prayer of Consecration 

 

Gentle Host, rest upon us as you rested upon wave and deep. Speak into our 

lives a Word made flesh. Send your Spirit of life and love, power and blessing 

upon your children that this bread may be broken and gathered in love and 

this cup poured out to give hope to all. Risen Christ, live in us, that we may 

live in you. Breathe in us, that we may breathe in you. amen. 

 

silence 

 

Sharing of the Elements 

 

Leader: Let us join as one though we are in many places 

and receive the gift of God, the bread of heaven. 

 

Unison: We are one in Christ in the bread we share. 

 

Leader: Let us with our many needs and many blessings, 

receive the gift of God, the cup of blessing. 

 

Unison: We are one in Christ in the cup we share. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Spirit of Christ, we give thanks for this grace from our long and deep heritage 

of sanctuary Eucharists and shelter meals, fish fry picnics and from our 

personal memories of words that have been generous, brave, helpful, holy. 

Wrap your gentle presence around all whose bodies, spirits and hearts need 

healing or strength. Receive each of our personal commitments to go forth for 



you, and also borrow from this community of faith the ways to row out to all 

your children in the world. Amen. 

 

Sending Song                       Siyahamba        CH#442   
        We Are Walking    
  Words and Music: South Africa (20th Century) 
We are walking in the light of God,  
we are walking in the light of God.  
We are walking in the light of God,  
we are walking in the light of God.   

We are walking, walking, we are walking, walking,  
we are walking in the light of God.   
We are walking, walking, we are walking, walking,  
we are walking in the light of God. 

 
We are singing in the light of God,  
we are singing in the light of God.   
We are singing in the light of God,  
we are singing in the light of God.   

We are singing, singing, we are singing, singing,  
we are singing in the light of God.  
We are singing, singing, we are singing, singing,  
we are singing in the light of God. 

 
We are dancing in the light of God,  
we are dancing in the light of God.  
We are dancing in the light of God,  
we are dancing in the light of God.   

We are dancing, dancing, we are dancing, dancing,  
we are dancing in the light of God.   
We are dancing, dancing, we are dancing, dancing,  
we are dancing in the light of God. 

 
We are praying in the light of God,  
we are praying in the light of God. 
We are praying in the light of God,  
we are praying in the light of God.   



We are praying, praying, we are praying, praying,  
we are praying in the light of God.   
We are praying, praying, we are praying, praying,  
we are praying in the light of God. 

        

BENEDICTION 
Here we are, O Holy One! 
Send us into your world to do your justice, 
Witness to your vision of grace, 
And follow you with courage into your transforming reign. Amen. 
 

Postlude                                 Postlude on “Hyfrodol”                      arr. J. Payne                          

 
Interrupted by Love, Service Prayers for Epiphany 5 was written by 
the Rev. Susan A. Blain. 

 
Copyright 2022 Justice and Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Team, 
United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-
1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in 
services of worship or church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy J. White 

Administrative Assistant: Lyn Glassock 
Organist:  Peter Dickson 

Organist: Linda Lambrides* 
Choir Director: David Myers, Jr. 

Sexton: Mark R.H. Heath 
Treasurer:  Liz McGlinn, CPA, CGMA      

 
Church Phone: 829-3644 

Church e-mail: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Nancy J. White phone: 207-504-6289 
Rev. Nancy J. White email: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com 

 
Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 

Maine Conference Website: www.maineucc.org 
YouTube: youtube.com/c/nyccucc 

 
Due to the Corona Virus-Covid-19, this service was recorded 

and streamed on YouTube. 
 
If you are not receiving church emails and would like to, please send an email to 
nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com asking to be added to the list.  Like the NYCC FB 
page and you will be notified of what is happening there, too! 

Offering can also be made online through Tithely at 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940 
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