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The Indescribable Radiance of Love 

Service Prayers for the Festival of Transfiguration 
February 27, 2022 

Prelude       Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness      Cruger/Brahms                    
 
Sung:  God welcomes all!   Strangers and friends! 
  God’s love is strong!   And it never ends!   

 Words:  John L. Bell, Music: South African traditional,  
 transcribed by John L. Bell at the Sunrise Hospice, Themba 
                 Text: © 2008, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Something drew us together this morning 
All: Something we can’t name but which we experience in  
worship 
One: Some holy mystery we call God 
All: Some sacred calling we hear in the life of Jesus 
One: Some indescribable hope we feel when we gather in the Spirit 
All: May our experience of the Divine transform our doubts and 
fears and prepare us to love the world. 

*Song of Joy              God of Grace and God of Glory           CH#464     
Words: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930   Music: John Hughes, 1907 
 
God of grace and God of glory,  
on thy people pour thy power; 
crown thine ancient church's story;  
bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 

 
Lo! the hosts of evil round us,  



scorn thy Christ, assail thy ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us,  
free our hearts to faith and praise.  

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
for the living of these days,  
for the living of these days. 

 
Cure thy children's warring madness,  
bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,  
rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
lest we miss thy righteous goal, 
lest we miss thy righteous goal. 

 
Set our feet on lofty places;  
fill our lives that they may be 
strengthened with all Christ-like graces,  
pledged to set all captives free.  

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
lest we fail our call from thee, 
lest we fail our call from thee! 

 
Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 
let the search for thy salvation be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
serving thee whom we adore, 
serving thee whom we adore.                            

INVOCATION 
One: O God, you are beyond words and description, 
your love is beyond knowledge and explanation. 
Make our hearts ready to receive you. 
Change us, we pray, that our lives may reflect the glory of your 
transfiguration. We rejoice in the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 



CALL TO CONFESSION 
One: Peter, James, and John went up on the side of a mountain with 
Jesus and experienced glory. 
But then Peter wanted to stay. 
“It’s good for us to be here. Let’s get comfortable.” 
We are also often tempted to keep the experience of the Divine to 
ourselves, to enjoy the company of the saints instead of going back 
down the mountain to continue the work of the Kingdom of God. 
God knows this temptation of our hearts, so let us confess and pray for 
forgiveness. 

All: God of glory and light, 
forgive us when we are complacent and comfortable 
with keeping the riches of your love to ourselves. 
Keep calling us down from our mountains of privilege. 
Keep expecting more of us as your disciples. 
Keep reminding us to listen to your Son, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
One: Whether we hear a voice from the heavens 
or a still small voice in our hearts, 
listen carefully for the love of God. 
Believe and accept God’s love and live in God’s freedom. 
All: We believe! Thanks be to God! 

PASSING THE PEACE 

Maine School of Ministry (MESOM) Moment 

Gospel Reading: Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 

Message                                                                  Rev. Nancy J. White 

 

 

 



*Hymn                              Transform Us                           CH #182   

Words: Sylvia Dunstan, 1989 
Music: Trad. French melody (17th C.); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 

 
Transform us as you, transfigured,  
stood apart on Tabor’s height.   
Lead us up our sacred mountains,  
search us with revealing light.   
Lift us from where we have fallen,  
full of questions, filled with fright. 
 
Transform us as you, transfigured,  
once spoke with those holy ones.   
We, surrounded by the witness  
of those saints whose work is done,  
live in this world as your Body,  
chosen daughters, chosen sons. 
 
Transform us as you, transfigured,  
would not stay within a shrine.   
Keep us from our great temptation  
time and truth we quickly bind.   
Lead us down those daily pathways  
where our love is not confined.              
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 

Choral Anthem      Dona Nobis Pacem  (Give us peace.) 
 
 



INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
One: The needs of our world are too numerous to name. 
Shelter, food, clean air and water… 
Our gifts touch these needs, 
but the biggest gift we can give is to love the world 
so much that we give of ourselves. 
Nothing will transform need more than sacrificial love. 
So as you place money in the offering today, 
don’t let your giving be done. 
Start planning to go deeper. May God now bless our hopes and 
dreams. 

 

*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;                                                         
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.    

OFFERING PRAYER 
Bless these gifts, we pray. 
May they represent just the beginning of our journey 
to show forth your glory to the world. Amen. 

 
*Sending Song                     Shine, Jesus, Shine                          

Words and Music: Graham Kendrick (1950-) 
 
Lord, the light of Your love is shining in the midst of the darkness 
shining: Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us. Set us free by 
the truth You now bring us.  Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus shine.  Fill this land with the Father’s glory, 
blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire: Flow, river, flow, 
flood the nations with grace and mercy, send forth Your 
word, Lord, and let there be light. 

 



Lord. I come to Your awesome presence from the shadows into 
Your radiance: By the blood I may enter Your brightness. Search 
me, consume all my darkness. Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus shine.  Fill this land with the Father’s glory, 
blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire: Flow, river, flow, 
flood the nations with grace and mercy, send forth Your 
word, Lord, and let there be light. 

 
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, so our faces display your 
likeness: Ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here may 
our lives tell Your story.  Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus shine.  Fill this land with the Father’s glory, 
blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire: Flow, river, flow, 
flood the nations with grace and mercy, send forth Your 
word, Lord, and let there be light. 

*BENEDICTION 
May God now send us back down the mountain of our worship. 
We have been changed. 
We can’t be silent anymore. 
We have seen the Light of the World. 
Go and share the radiance of love! 

Postlude                All Creatures of Our God and King      arr. D. Wolfort 

“The Indescribable Radiance of Love”: Service Prayers for 
Transfiguration Sunday, was written by the Rev. Dr. David Bahr. 

                                                   
Copyright 2022 Justice and Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Team, 
United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-
1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in 
services of worship or church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

 



Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy J. White 

Administrative Assistant: Lyn Glassock 
Organist:  Peter Dickson 

Organist: Linda Lambrides* 
Choir Director: David Myers, Jr. 

Sexton: Mark R.H. Heath 
Treasurer:  Liz McGlinn, CPA, CGMA      

 
 

Church Phone: 829-3644 
Church e-mail: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Nancy J. White phone: 207-504-6289 

Rev. Nancy J. White email: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com 
 

Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 
Maine Conference Website: www.maineucc.org 

YouTube: youtube.com/c/nyccucc 
 

Due to the Corona Virus-Covid-19, this service was recorded 
and streamed on YouTube. 

 
If you are not receiving church emails and would like to, please send 
an email to nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com asking to be added to the list.  
Like the NYCC FB page and you will be notified of what is happening 
there, too! 

Offering can also be made online through Tithely at 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940 
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