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The Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 23, 2022 
 
Prelude                              Lobe den Herren                              Philip Moore            
 
Sung:  God welcomes all!   Strangers and friends! 
  God’s love is strong!   And it never ends!   

 Words:  John L. Bell, Music: South African traditional,  
 transcribed by John L. Bell at the Sunrise Hospice, Themba 
                 Text: © 2008, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:    This day is holy to the Lord your God. 
Many:  Let us come ready to see, hear, and touch the Word of  
             God. 
One:    Do not mourn or weep, and do not be grieved. 
Many:  How can we be sad when we can experience God’s Word 
            and know God’s love through our worship together? 
All:       The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
             Let us come together to worship the God of joy, strength, and  
             love. 
 
Hymn                                O God of Vision    CH288 
Words: Jane Parker Huber, 1981; Music: Erneuerten Gesanguch, 1965 

O God of vision far greater than all human scheming,  
gather us now in your presence, refreshing, redeeming.   
Show us a new life in your breath-taking view,  
lovely beyond all our dreaming. 
 
Pour out your Spirit on all now assembled before you.   
May our diversity here be a means to adore you. 
Women and men, young, old, and youthful again,  
make us as one, we implore you. 
 
Grant to us insight, O God, for this time of decision.   



May we dream challenging dreams of both depth and precision.  
Speak through the dark.  Dispel by lightning’s bright spark 
whatever clouds dim our vision. 
 
Break the sun’s rays into color, a rainbow around us.   
Storm clouds, though real and near, are not enough to confound 
us.  Arched in the sky, beauty and promise are high, giving us 
hope to astound us. 
 
Grateful, we come now by Christ’s invitation clear spoken.   
We seek the nourishment found in fruit crushed and bread 
broken.  Christ for us all!  Come, let us answer the call, offering 
our lives as the token. 
 
Opening Unison Prayer 
O God, who gives us strength when we feel weak, 
we gather to hear your Word, 
sing your songs, 
and give you praise. 
We know that you are always with us, and we are grateful. 
Help us to live our lives in ways that show you are near. 
Thank you for your presence and constant care for us — 
in worship, and in each day of our lives. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Loving God, we recall the times when your Word feels distant, 
and when we forget how much you love us. 
We let our egos take hold, and we treat others as threats to our sense 
of self. 
We forget your words of comfort, love, and care. 
We forget to look to your Word for guidance. 
We forget that you are our ultimate source of joy. 

Forgive us, O God. 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One:        The Holy One’s instruction is perfect, reviving one’s very 
being. 
God’s laws are faithful, making naive people wise. 
God’s regulations are right, gladdening the heart. 
God’s commands are pure, giving light to the eyes. 
Know that you are loved and forgiven. 
Many:  Thanks be to God. 

PASSING THE PEACE                Elevation #1                l. Boellmann 

Choral Anthem   

Gospel Reading: Luke 4:14-29 
The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry 

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 

spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was 

praised by everyone. 

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth 

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 

the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 

was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

    because he has anointed me 

        to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

    and recovery of sight to the blind, 

        to let the oppressed go free, 

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 



20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 

came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them, “Doubtless you 

will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your 

hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” 24 And he said, “Truly I tell 

you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25 But the truth is, there were many 

widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 

and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26 yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to 

a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 There were also many lepers[a] in Israel in the time of the 

prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard 

this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and 

led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off 

the cliff. 

Message                                                                                  Rev. Nancy J. White 

           

Hymn                                    You Have Called Me   CH455    
Words: David L Edwards, 1983 
Music: David L. Edwards, 1983; arr. Farrell R. Faires, Sr., 1994 

You have called me from my hiding place and given me a name;  
from this moment on my life can never be the same.   
I have seen the beckoning vision, though I wanted to remain,  
here I am, send me, here I am.   

“Who will go into the darkness where my people live in fear?  
Who will speak of truth and charity so all of them can hear?  
If you go where I am sending you, I always will be near.  Here 
I am, go for me, here I am.” 

 
You have called me from my wilderness and given me a way.   
The many paths I’ve traveled have but brought me to this day.  
And the journey that is calling me no longer will delay.   
Here I am, send me, here I am. 

“Who will go into the darkness where my people live in fear?  
Who will speak of truth and charity so all of them can hear?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+4%3A14-29&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25083a


If you go where I am sending you, I always will be near.  Here 
I am, go for me, here I am.” 
 

You have called me from my silence and have given me a word.   
I was dying in my coldness till a fire within me stirred.   
Now I can keep still no longer, I must speak what I have heard.  
Here I am, send me, here I am. 

“Who will go into the darkness where my people live in fear?  
Who will speak of truth and charity so all of them can hear?  
If you go where I am sending you, I always will be near.  Here 
I am, go for me, here I am.” 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO SHARE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

We share from what we have and from who we are 
as a sign of our desire to bring good news to the poor. 
May these gifts bring light to those in need, 
and put the joy of the Lord in their hearts. 
 
*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;                                                         
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.    

DEDICATION 

O God of all gifts, we join with Jesus in proclaiming the year of 
your favor. 
Bless our gifts and bless us as we seek to bring joy and comfort 
to those who are unknown to us, 
and to those who are near and beloved. Amen. 



Hymn                          I Am the Light of the World!   CH469    
Words: Jim Strathdee, 1969, Music: Jim Strathdee 

 “I am the Light of the World! 
You people come and follow me!” 
If you follow and love, you'll learn the mystery 
of what you were meant to do and be. 
 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the magi and the shepherds have found their way home, 
The work of Christmas is begun! 

“I am the Light of the World! 
You people come and follow me!” 
If you follow and love, you'll learn the mystery 
of what you were meant to do and be. 
 

To find the lost and lonely one, 
to heal that broken soul with love, 
to feed the hungry children with warmth and good food, 
to feel the earth below the sky above! 

“I am the Light of the World! 
You people come and follow me!” 
If you follow and love, you'll learn the mystery 
of what you were meant to do and be. 

 
To free the prisoner from his chains, 
to make the powerful care, 
to rebuild the nations with strength and goodwill, 
to see God’s children everywhere. 

“I am the Light of the World! 
You people come and follow me!” 
If you follow and love, you'll learn the mystery 
of what you were meant to do and be. 

 
To bring hope to every task you do, 
to dance at a baby's new birth, 
to make music in an old person's heart, 
and sing to the colors of the earth! 
 “I am the Light of the World! 

You people come and follow me!” 
If you follow and love, you'll learn the mystery 
of what you were meant to do and be. 



BENEDICTION (attributed to St. Teresa of Avila) 

Christ has no body but yours. 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours. 
Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. 
Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. 
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are 
his body. 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude                                        Ricercare                                   G. Frescobaldi      
 

The Year of the Lord’s Favor: Service Prayers for Epiphany 3 C was written 
by Debbie Gline Allen, Commissioned Minister of Christian Formation, who 
serves as Minister of Faith Formation for the Southern New England Conference, 
and as the Director of its Faith Formation Leadership Program. 

 

Copyright 2022 Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect 
Avenue, Cleveland, OH  44115-1100.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt 
this material for use in services of worship or church education.  All publishing 
rights reserved. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
              
 

Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy J. White 

Administrative Assistant: Lyn Glassock 
Organist:  Peter Dickson* 
Organist: Linda Lambrides 

Choir Director: David Myers, Jr. 
Sexton: Mark R.H. Heath 

Treasurer:  Liz McGlinn, CPA, CGMA      
 
 

Church Phone: 829-3644 
Church e-mail: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Nancy J. White phone: 207-504-6289 

Rev. Nancy J. White email: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com 
 

Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 
Maine Conference Website: www.maineucc.org 

YouTube: youtube.com/c/nyccucc 
 

Due to the Corona Virus-Covid-19, this service was recorded 
and streamed on YouTube. 

 
If you are not receiving church emails and would like to, please send an email to 
nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com asking to be added to the list.  Like the NYCC FB 
page and you will be notified of what is happening there, too! 

Offering can also be made online through Tithely at 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940 
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