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Communion Sunday 

Twenty Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
November 7, 2021 ~ 9:30 a.m. 



Risk and Restoration: 
Service Prayers for the 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

November 7, 2021 
 

Prelude                             
 
Sung:  God welcomes all!   Strangers and friends! 
  God’s love is strong!   And it never ends!   
 Words:  John L. Bell, Music: South African traditional,  
 transcribed by John L. Bell at the Sunrise Hospice, Themba 
                 Text: © 2008, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Unless our GOD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.  
People: We have come into this house, built by the Holy One, 
to worship the God of Creation. 
 
Leader: Unless our GOD watches over the city, those who watch stand 
guard in vain. 
People: We have come to listen to the stories of people 
who throughout the generations have shown us the way 
by their trust in the promises of God, 
who is always watching over us. 
 
Leader: The widow who gives her last coin and 
Naomi and Ruth who are lifelong companions for each other 
remind us of the risks we are free to take 
with confidence that God  is present  
through times of plenty and times of want, 
all along our journey through life. 
ALL: So let us celebrate this gathering which can bind us 
together. 
Give thanks that we are no longer strangers with God’s people 
here or throughout the nations. 
Let us worship God! 



 
*HYMN                God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand      CH725 
 Words: Daniel C. Roberts, 1876, alt.  Music: George W. Warren, 1894 
 

God of the ages, whose almighty hand  
leads forth in beauty all the starry band  
of shining worlds in splendor through the skies,  
our grateful songs before they throne arise. 
 
Thy love divine hath led us in the past;  
in this free land with thee our lot is cast; 
be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, 
they Word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 
 
From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
thy true religion in our hearts increase; 
thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 
 
Refresh thy people on our toilsome way; 
lead us from night to never ending day; 
fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 
 

 
INVOCATION 
All: Ever living God, instill in us, we pray, 
the trust and self-giving that your Word imparts to us. 
Teach us again during this time together 
that you are always with us. 
Remind us that all that we have is a gift from you 
and is meant to be shared. 
The Holy Spirit calls and empowers us 
to live beyond our own desires. 
So, send your Holy Spirit, we pray, 
that we might be overcome 
with its liberating courage and sustenance. Amen 



Scripture Reading Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
Christ has gone ahead to intercede for us. 
Christ has entered heaven itself, 
now to appear for us in God’s presence. (Hebrews 9) 
Let us confess our sin knowing that Christ is there on our behalf. 
Let us reconcile ourselves to each other and to Christ. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: O God, hear our confession of our sins. 
 
One: We know that we are already rich, 
but refuse to see those in our midst who live on meager resources. 
In fact, we find it comes natural to ignore those 
who have the most to teach us. 
We don’t want to acknowledge 
that it is often those with the least who give the most. 
It embarrasses us each time we are reminded 
of the examples of Ruth and the poor widow. 
We are experts with prayers that make us feel important 
and we assume that special recognition is due to us. 
We expect special privileges. 
We speak of our belief that you will provide for all that we need– 
resources and partners on life’s journey. 
Yet, we still don’t give ourselves over to your promises. 
Even with our wealth, perhaps because of our wealth, 
we need help to live faithfully. 
 
All: Forgive us, we pray. 
Lead us to live boldly as witnesses 
to the strength we have in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence 
 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Take heart. 
God gives new life, even to those who hold back 
from giving fully of themselves 
or who think God has abandoned them. 
Let yourselves be restored to God and each other, 
knowing that God will provide without limit. 
 
Gospel Reading     Mark: 12:38-44 
 
Message                                                                 Rev. Nancy J. White 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
CALL TO OFFERING 
God has made us stewards of the rich resources that were given in 
Creation and are given anew each day. 
On this day, we make our offerings 
knowing that all that we have has come from God 
who will continue to provide. 
Let us put our hearts into our offerings as signs of our trust and 
faithfulness. 
 
Offertory       Bread of the World        Choir 
 
*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;                                                         
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.    
 



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
We lift up these offerings 
as a sign of our gratitude for your love and care, O God. 
We pledge ourselves, time, talent, and treasure. 
We pray that we may follow 
in the spirit of the poor woman who gave her all without hesitation. 
We dedicate our lives to you 
and seek to grow in our faithfulness to your Word. 
 
Celebration of Holy Communion 
 
Invitation  *HYMN  Come, Share the Lord                     CH 408 
  Words and Music: Bryan Jeffery leech, 1984 
 

We gather here in Jesus’ name, his love is burning in our 
hearts like living flame; for through the loving Son the Father 
makes us one: come, take the bread, come, drink the wine, 
come, share the Lord.   

No one is a stranger here, everyone belongs; 
finding our forgiveness here, we in turn forgive all 
wrongs. 

 
He joins us here, he breaks the bread, the Lord who pours 
the cup is risen from the dead; the one we love the most is 
now our gracious host: Come, take the bread, come, drink 
the wine, come, share the Lord.   

We are now a family of which the Lord is head; 
though unseen he meets us here in the braking of 
the bread. 

 
We gather here in Jesus’ name, his love is burning in our 
hearts like living flame; for through the loving Son the Father 
makes us one: come, take the bread, come, drink the wine, 
come, share the Lord. 

 
Words of Institution 



 
Sharing of the Elements – the Bread of Life, the Cup of Blessing 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  
O God, we thank you for uniting us by baptism in the body of     
 Christ and by this meal filling us with joy and hope. 
Grant that in the days ahead 
 our lips which have sung your praises may speak the truth, 
 our eyes which have seen your love may look with  
       compassion on the needs of the world, 
 our hands which have held this loaf and cup 
       may be active in your service. 
We ask it in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
*HYMN               God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending      CH 606 
  Words: Robert L. Edwards, 1961 
  Music: Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813 
 

God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless 
store, nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s 
shattered door:  gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up 
ourselves in praise; thankful song shall rise forever, gracious 
donor of our days. 
 
Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, 
your Son: all at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the 
church made one.  Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for 
self alone; born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at 
your throne. 
 
Treasure too you have entrusted, gain thru powers your grace 
conferred; ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the 
gospel Word.  Open wide our hands, in sharing, as we heed 
Christ’s age-less call, healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving 
you by loving all. 
 



*BENEDICTION 
Go forth into the world. 
Be for one another as Ruth and Naomi were for each other. 
Go on the journey together, wherever it may lead you. 
Share the gifts of God with the people of God. 
Be gentle and bold, courageous and trusting. 
God will be with you, this day and always. 
 
Postlude 
Risk and Restoration: Service Prayers for the 24th Sunday after 
Pentecost, was written by the Rev. Dr. Bertrice Wood of Solon, Ohio. 

 
Copyright 2021, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 
700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted 
to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or 
church education. All publishing rights reserved. 

 
 

Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy J. White 

Administrative Assistant: Lyn Glassock 
Organist:  Peter Dickson* 
Organist: Linda Lambrides 

Choir Director: David Myers, Jr. 
Sexton: Mark R.H. Heath 

Treasurer:  Liz McGlinn, CPA, CGMA        
 

Church Phone: 829-3644 
Church e-mail: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Nancy J. White phone: 207-504-6289 

Rev. Nancy J. White email: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com 
 

Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 
Maine Conference Website: www.maineucc.org 



YouTube: youtube.com/c/nyccucc 
 

Due to the Corona Virus-Covid-19, this service was recorded 
and streamed on YouTube and held in person with CDC protocols in place. 

 
If you are not receiving church emails and would like to, please send an email to 
nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com asking to be added to the list.  Like the NYCC FB 
page and you will be notified of what is happening there, too! 

Offering can also be made online through Tithely at 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940 
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