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The New and Living Way of Christ: 
Service Prayer for the 25th Sunday after the Pentecost 
November 14, 2021 
 
Prelude                               Sine Nomine                      L. Smith, P. Wright  
                                                
Sung:  God welcomes all!   Strangers and friends! 
  God’s love is strong!   And it never ends!   

 Words:  John L. Bell, Music: South African traditional,  
 transcribed by John L. Bell at the Sunrise Hospice, Themba 

                 Text: © 2008, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (based upon Hebrews 10:22-25) 
One: Come into this time of worship by the new and living way  
in Christ Jesus. 
Many: We come with true hearts in full assurance of our faith. 

One: Come with joyful expectation. 

Many: We gather in full confidence of the gospel’s promise. 

One: Let us praise God together and open ourselves to the power of the 
Holy Spirit 

Many: That we may encourage and support each other 
to love our neighbors as ourselves and to be God’s instruments of 
grace. 
 
*HYMN                                 For All the Saints                                  CH 637 
Words: William W. How, 1864, alt.  Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 
 
For all the saints, who from their labors rest,  
who thee by faith before the world confessed,  
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might:  
their strength and solace in the well fought fight;  
thou, in the darkness drear, the one true light.   

Alleluia, alleluia! 



O blest communion, company divine!   
We live and struggle, they in glory shine;  
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
And when the strife is fierce, the conflict long,  
steals on the ear the distant triumph song,  
and hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,  
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,  
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
In you, O God, we find refuge from our turbulent world. 
We work each day to bear witness to your justice through our 
ministries. While the journey towards true peace that lies ahead is 
long, our incremental steps continue to take us closer to that 
promised day. Renew in us the strength, faith, and courage we need to 
persevere so that the promised day will come when your will will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 
 
LITANY OF CONFESSION 
The church year begins with Advent’s hope, 
the coming of Christ and the reign of God. 
The last liturgical season, Pentecost,  
is a time to grow spiritually and faithfully. 
Today, we are almost at the end of the church year. 
Despite our labors, individually and collectively, 
Advent’s hope remains far away. 
Let us take this time to confess our sins 
of omission and commission that keeps afar that day 
when the sound of weeping across the land will be no more. 
 
Despite our best efforts, O God, we have not always lived as we should. 
Our own short-sightedness and impatience have led us  



to make choices based upon our immediate needs over your desires. 
Forgive us for our selfish ways. 
We beseech you, O God: 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

 
Many of the challenges we have faced have evoked fear in us. 
We have let these fears at times overwhelm our faith and trust in you. 
Forgive us for our lack of faith in you. 
We beseech you, O God: 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

We don’t always recognize or acknowledge 
that our reticence to embrace the stranger 
comes from our own prejudices, O God. 
When we do not embrace the stranger, 
we lose the blessings and richness of your beloved community. 
Forgive us for our biases. We beseech you, O God: 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

 
We see injustices all around: 
in the papers, on television, on the web, 
or walking through our community. 
Yet we often cannot bring ourselves to speak out 
or take action against them. 
Forgive us for our silence. 
We beseech you, O God: 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

 
We know you created this world with enough for everyone. 
Yet, in this land of plenty, people know deprivation. 
Forgive us that we have not done enough 
to sustain and support the sacredness of the common good. 
We beseech you, O God: 
Let us take this time to pray silently for God’s forgiveness of our sins….. 
 
We beseech you, O God: 

Have mercy on us, O God.   Amen. 
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
A cord of love binds us to God. 
God will not allow us to enter Sheol or to see the Pit. 
We are forgiven and saved by God’s love for us. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Choral Anthem   God’s Gonna Set This Worl’ on Fire! 
 
Gospel Reading   Mark 13:1-8 
 
Message                     Rev. Nancy J. White 
 
*HYMN                              Be Thou My Vision                                  CH 595   
Words: Irish song(8th c.); tr. Mary E. Bryne, 1905: V. by Eleanor H. Hull, 1912. Alt. 
Music:  Traditional Irish melody; harm. Carlton R. Young, 1963 

 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;  
naught be all else to me, save that thou art  
thou my best thought by day or by night,  
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;  
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;  
thou my redeemer, my love thou hast won,  
thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 
 
Riches I need not, nor vain, empty praise,  
thou mine inheritance, now and always:  
thou and thou only, first in my heart,  
Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
Great God of heaven, my victory won,  
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!   
Heart of my own heart, whatever be fall,  
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.     
 
Sharing Moment 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 



Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
OFFERING INVITATION 
Our offering is a faith statement. 
By offering our treasure to God, 
we believe that what we do here in this church 
does make a difference in this world 
and that by this offering we will hasten the day  
when the lame shall leap for joy, the blind shall see, and that scarcity and 
deprivation will exist only in our memories. 
 
*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;                                                         
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.    
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
We return a portion of what we have received from you, O God, 
in gratitude for all that you have bestowed upon us. 
Bless this offering. 
Grant that it may continue to sustain and support the ministries of this 
church to bring the light of Christ into this community and the world 
beyond. Amen. 
 
*HYMN                                 Ours the Journey                                CH 458 
   Words and Music: Julian B. Rush, 1979 
 
In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways,  
who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering their sep’rate ways?   

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
we your people, ours the journey now and ever more. 
 

Through the flood of starving peoples, warring factions and despair,  
who will lift the olive branches?  Who will light the flame of care?   



God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
we your people, ours the journey now and ever more. 

 
Though we reach the highest heavens, holding worlds at our command,  
we are yet a desert people searching for the promised land.   

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
we your people, ours the journey now and ever more. 
 

Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain,  
may your blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the church again.   

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar,  
we your people, ours the journey now and ever more. 

 
*BENEDICTION 
What endures is not the edifices we build, 
but the work of God that we accomplish 
through our ministries in the name of Christ Jesus. 
Let us go forth from here empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to be God’s instruments of justice rooted in love 
to further the work of Jesus and to move us closer to God’s reign of peace. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude                     The Acts of God are Righteous                 J. Walther 
 
 
The New and Living Way of Christ: Service Prayer for the 25h Sunday 
after the Pentecost written by the Rev. Quentin Chin, member of Church 
on the Hill in Lenox, MA. 

 

Copyright 2021 Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 
Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to 
reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church 
education. All publishing rights reserved. 

 



                           
 
 

Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy J. White 

Administrative Assistant: Lyn Glassock 
Organist:  Peter Dickson* 
Organist: Linda Lambrides 

Choir Director: David Myers, Jr. 
      Sexton: Mark R.H. Heath 

Treasurer:  Liz McGlinn, CPA, CGMA             
 

Church Phone: 829-3644 
Church e-mail: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Nancy J. White phone: 207-504-6289 

Rev. Nancy J. White email: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com 
 

Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 
Maine Conference Website: www.maineucc.org 

YouTube: youtube.com/c/nyccucc 
 

Due to the Corona Virus-Covid-19, this service was held in-person and live 
streamed on YouTube with all CDC protocols in place. 

 
If you are not receiving church emails and would like to, please send an 
email to nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com asking to be added to the list.  Like 
the NYCC FB page and you will be notified of what is happening there, too! 
 
 

Offering can also be made online through Tithely at 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940 
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