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Trusting in the Source 
Service Prayers for the Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
October 31, 2021 
 
Prelude     
                                                
Sung:  God welcomes all!   Strangers and friends! 
  God’s love is strong!   And it never ends!   

 Words:  John L. Bell, Music: South African traditional,  
 transcribed by John L. Bell at the Sunrise Hospice, Themba 

                 Text: © 2008, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Hear, O people of God: 
our God is one. 
Hear the commandments of our God. 
All: First, love your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind, 
and with all your strength 
 
Leader: Hear, O people of God: 
our God is one. 
Recite the commandments to your children 
and hold them in your hearts. 
All: Second, love your neighbor as yourself. 
There is no commandment greater than these calls to love. Amen. 
 
*HYMN                                       Gather Us In                                         CH 284 
  Words and Music: Marty Haugen, 1981 
 

Here in this place, the new light is streaming,  
shadows of doubt are vanished away.   
See in this space our fears and our dreamings,  
brought here to you in the light of this day.  

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; gather us in;  
our spirits in-flame.  Call to us now, and we shall a-waken;  
we shall a-rise at the sound of our name. 



We are the young – our lives are a mystery;  
we are the old, who yearn for your face.   
We have been sung through-out all of history,  
called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in the rich and the haughty;  
gather us in the proud and the strong;  
give us a heart so meek and so lowly;  
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
Here we receive new life in the waters;  
here we receive the bread of new birth;  
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,  
call us a-new to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion,  
give us to eat the bread that is you;  
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives  
that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
Not just in buildings, small and confining,  
not in some heaven, light years a-way,  
here in this place the new light is shining; 
now is God present, and now is the day. 

Give us in and hold us forever; gather us in  
and make us your own; gather us in, all peoples together,  
fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 
INVOCATION 
O Holy One, Source of all life and Ground of all love, 
we thank you for your love that never lets us go. 
Thank you for the privilege of gathering in this space 
with these your people – our neighbors – to worship you. 
We do not come merely to open the doors of the church, 
but we come that our hearts might be opened to you and to one another. 
As we worship you today, help us to respond to the call of love 
– to love you, our neighbors, and ourselves. 
May we be transformed from individuals to members of your one body. 
We pray for our nation that we be united as a people tied to a single garment of 
destiny. 



We pray for those elected officials who serve all citizens 
that they may be guided not by ego, politics or money, 
but by compassion for all people. 
Guide us as families, as a community of faith, as a nation 
to follow the path of love. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Again and again you call us 
to care for widows and orphans, 
to advocate for those in prison, 
to welcome the strangers. 
O God, we hear your call, 
but all around us we hear the cry 
that there is not enough for all, and that some are undeserving. 
 
Again and again you call us 
to love you with our whole heart, understanding, and strength; 
such love demands that we seek justice 
for those who are oppressed, poor, and forgotten. 
O God, we hear your call, 
But all around us are competing calls 
of worldly loyalties, political parties, and public acclaim. 
 
Again and again, you urge us to seek you first. 
We long to trust the path of love for you and our neighbors as ourselves. 
Yet we fear that our “land of milk and honey” 
Has become a land of moral famine and economic hardship, 
And we wonder at times if you have abandoned us. 
 
Again and again you urge us not to lean on our own understanding 
but in all our ways to acknowledge you, and yet 
we are often distracted by the clamor of fear dressed up as reason. 
 
As we prepare our hearts and minds in these days, 
you remind us to follow you 
so that it may go well for us, our neighbors, our nation, and our world. 
Yet too often we forget to observe 
your statutes of compassion and your ordinances of justice. 
 
Silence 
 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Hear the word of God for this season and all seasons: 
“Do not be afraid! I will never leave you or forsake you.” 
Know that our God who began a good work in us is able to complete it. 
As we open ourselves to the Spirit of God, 
may we see more fully the wonder of God already at work in us. 
And so it is. Amen. 
 
Gospel Reading   Mark 12:28-34 
 
Message          Rev. Nancy J. White 
 
*HYMN                                        Jesu, Jesu                                              CH 600    
 Words:  Tom Colvin, 1969 
 Music: Ghana folk song; arr. Tom Colvin, 1969; harm. Charles H. Webb, 1988  

 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

 
Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet,  
Master who acts as a slave to them. 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

 
Neighbors are rich and poor, varied in color and race,  
neighbors are near and far away. 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

 
These are the ones we should serve,  
these are the ones we should love;  
all these are neighbors to us and you. 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

 
Loving puts us on our knees,  
serving as though we are slaves,  
this is the way we should live with you.  

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

 
 



Kneel at the feet of our friends,  
silently washing their feet,  
this is the way we should live with you. 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you.                 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
OFFERING INVITATION 
Brothers and sisters, Dr. Martin Luther King reminds us: 
“I can never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought to be. 
You can never be what you ought to be until I am what I ought to be.” 
The invitation to bring our tithes, pledges, and offerings is an invitation 
to support one another, those within this community and beyond, 
to become all of what we are called to be. 
Our tithes, pledges, and offerings—both monetary and other— 
enable us to give thanks to God for the resources we have been given 
and enable us to be resources for others. 
As we give to this ministry, 
we help others become what they can be 
and we become more of what we can be. 
Give generously and watch the miracles of God 
unfold in our lives and our ministry together. 
 
*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;                                                         
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.    
 
*DEDICATION 
Thank you, O God, for the gifts of your people. 
Help us that we rely not on our own understanding in the use of these gifts, 
but to seek your wisdom. 
Knowing that as we do, 
your will be revealed and your people near and far will be blessed. Amen. 
 



*HYMN                                    The Summons (vs. 4&5) 
Words John L. Bell (1949- ) 
Music:  Scottish melody; arr. John L. Bell (1949- ) 
Words and Music © 1987 WGRG The Iona Community (Admin GIA Publications) 
 

Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call  
your name?  Will you quell the fear inside and  
never be the same?  Will you use the faith you’ve  
found to reshape the world around, through my  
sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call  
my name.  Let me turn and follow you and  
never be the same.  In your company I’ll  
go where your love and foot-steps show.  Thus I’ll  
move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
Go forth, following as the Holy Spirit leads you, 
moving in love and compassion, pursuing justice and mercy, 
and trusting in the God of peace. 
For the Source of all life and love is as close as your very breath. 
Breathe deeply. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude 
 
 
Trusting in the Source, Service Prayers for the 23rd Sunday after 
Pentecost, was written by the Rev. Dr. Cari Jackson, Phoenix, Arizona. 

 
Copyright 2021 Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect 
Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to reproduce or adapt 
this material for use in services of worship or church education. All publishing 
rights reserved. 

 
                           
 



           
 
        
 
 

Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy J. White 

Administrative Assistant: Lyn Glassock 
Organist:  Peter Dickson* 
Organist: Linda Lambrides 

Choir Director: David Myers, Jr. 
      Sexton: Mark R.H. Heath 

Treasurer:  Liz McGlinn, CPA, CGMA             
 

Church Phone: 829-3644 
Church e-mail: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Nancy J. White phone: 207-504-6289 

Rev. Nancy J. White email: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com 
 

Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 
Maine Conference Website: www.maineucc.org 

YouTube: youtube.com/c/nyccucc 
 

Due to the Corona Virus-Covid-19, this service was held in-person and live 
streamed on YouTube with all CDC protocols in place. 

 
If you are not receiving church emails and would like to, please send an email to 
nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com asking to be added to the list.  Like the NYCC FB 
page and you will be notified of what is happening there, too! 
 
 

Offering can also be made online through Tithely at 
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1301940 
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