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Easter Services 
 

Palm Sunday with Holy Communion at 
home  April 5th 9:30 am 

 
Maundy Thursday 7 pm 

 
Sunday, April 12th  9:30 am   
Easter Worship from home 

 

ALL 
 

Live Stream on Facebook 
 https://www.facebook.com/NYCC04097/  

First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 
3 Gray Road, North Yarmouth, ME  04097 
Church Office:  207-829-3644            
Email: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 
Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 
Office Hours:   
M-T-W–8:30-11:30am / Thursday 8:00-3:00pm 
Sunday Worship: 9:30 am  
 

Pastor:  Rev Nancy J White  
E-Mail: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com 

Phone Number: 207-504-6289 
 

Reverend Nancy’s day off is Monday 
                                

 

https://www.facebook.com/NYCC04097/
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Pastor’s Ponderings 

This is a really hard time for us all as we figure out how to live during a global 

pandemic.  We are learning new things every day and how we should be living 

to protect ourselves, those we love, and especially the most vulnerable. 

Jesus repeatedly calls us to minister to the least in our society—always has, 

always will—this has never changed.  Doing that ministry is now vividly appar-

ent as we wonder about all those around us who are more susceptible than 

others to contracting this disease.  I know people are lonely, depressed, 

afraid, feeling bored.  I do know I’d rather not attend funerals that could have 

been avoided.  I am aware of sad situations where someone has died all alone 

because family members are not allowed to visit.  What do we do in the face 

of this?    

This is the time to reach out in whatever way is available to you—phone, card, 

letter, email, facetime, etc to connect to folks especially those who are alone 

at this time.  Let them know they are not forgotten and that you care for 

them and that God is with them.  This is certainly not about those of us who 

are not as vulnerable as others.  We can do all things in Christ who strength-

ens us including remaining at home even though it’s driving us a little crazy. 

I know you all have appreciated live worship on Facebook on Sunday morn-

ings.  This may be changing to something ‘pre-recorded in different locations 

and put back together’.  We are trying to pool our expertise to make that hap-

pen—stay tuned. 

Remember always that God loves you and that love will never change! 

I miss you all and look forward to celebrating Easter with all of you on our first 

Sunday back together—date to be determined! 

 

In Christ, Pastor Nancy 

 

Palm Sunday - April 5th at home 9:30 am.   

Maundy Thursday - April 9th at 7:00 pm 

Good Friday - spend it in meditation 

Easter Worship for all at home 9:30 am - Celebrate Love's Victory! 
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My dear friends,                                  March 25, 2020 
 
I am well and my family is well - I hope and pray that this finds you all well. This is a new 
and strange time for everyone in our church, our community and in the entire world. In or-
der to do our part to help slow the spread of this virus, we are all staying at home except for 
necessities and this may be lonely for some.  Our Deacons are calling everyone in our di-
rectory to check-in and see how all are doing and to see if there are needs we can help 
with. You may let the deacon calling know of your need or call the church phone 207-829-
3644 or my phone 207-504-6289 with any issues you may have. Please do not hesitate to 
call me for emergency pastoral care - I will call you (or visit if circumstances permit that). 
We have able bodied folks who are ready, willing and able to run errands, get you food and/
or medications, etc.  Please, and I can’t stress this enough - reach out to us if you have any 
need during this time.   
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has caused us to suspend all in person church gatherings and we 
are live-streaming our worship services on the church’s Facebook page every Sunday at 
930am.  This is all new for us and we are still working out the technical glitches as we strive 
to provide a seamless worship for all.  I am also doing devotions online on our Facebook 
page as well – these are not scheduled yet – doing them as time permits.  For those of you 
who have access to the internet but not Facebook, we will send a link so you too may wor-
ship with us. 
 
At a council meeting last evening, it has been decided that we want to be cautious and car-
ing in all that we do and knowing that there are those among us who are in the vulnerable 
category, we are continuing to suspend in person gatherings through Sunday April 26

th
 and 

we will reassess closer to that time.  Our first priority is the wellbeing of all of us, and our 
loved ones and of course to protect all those in our community and world who are the most 
vulnerable to contracting this disease.  As such, we are practicing physical distancing and 
staying at home as much as possible.   
 
I realize this means we will be celebrating Easter in our homes with NYCC worship live on 
Facebook and that is not ideal but I anticipate that it can be wonderfully joyful even in a vir-
tual world.  Once this self-isolation period has passed, we will of course celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection in person in our sanctuary whatever date that might be – what a joyful day that 
will be! 
 
The vital ministry of God’s church is more important now than ever. We know some have 
diminished capacity to support the church right now while others might be able to give 
more. We are working on an online donation option. In the meantime, to support NYCC 
ministries, please send what you are able via check to NYCC at 3 Gray Rd, North Yar-
mouth, ME 04097. Thank you. 
 
Please read your church emails.  If you do not receive them, please send a message to 
nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com to be added to the list. 
 
May God’s grace, love, compassion and peace fill all of you this day and in the days to come. 
 

Yours in Christ,     Pastor Nancy 

mailto:nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com
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 Board of Trustees 
 

Things have certainly changed since we met immediately prior to this current situation. 
Early in March we saw things looking good overall with no real pressing concerns. 
 
We had started work on a very reduced and limited basis to revamp the old basement 
toilet rooms. We had decided to do this work by volunteer and not do so much in the 
basement as once was presented. Keeping cost for materials to a minimum and using 
some things already on hand plus buying a few things. This work has been put on hold 
for now in an effort to play our part during this shut down. We’d hope to be able to 
start up again sometime on a very limited basis. One person at a time in the facility. 
That’s pretty much what the work calls for anyway. The basement toilet rooms are 
tagged out of service and we’ll leave them that way for the time being. Not really re-
quired now and less to care for. 
 
As far as the paving project goes, we have given the go to Casco Bay Paving to get us 
on the schedule for surfacing this spring. We have a substantial amount in the desig-
nated fund and although we are still short by $7000. to $8000 for project completion 
we intend to move forward. There are other reserves and places from which this bal-
ance could be drawn if we have to. This would of course limit the availability of those 
sources to fund things that were in early stages of being planned such as office win-
dow replacement, further basement work, as examples. 
 
At this point we think it is wise to limit additional projects in any case. We must pay 
close attention to our expenses. We don’t know how things will play out or what effect 
they will have on our financial situation. It’s hard to talk about finances within the 
Church, but that’s part of what we’re tasked with. Sure that all of you are wondering 
about your own situations. We know that at least short term there is likely to be an ef-
fect on our income. 
 
So we’ll hunker down and know that we’ll get through it all and be ok. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Chris Dahlgren for the Trustees 
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Missions  
 
The Missions board has been correspond-
ing via e-mail in these last few weeks and 
getting things done!  Donations have been 
made to the Centre Street Congregational 
Church’s food pantry in Machias for $500 
and to Grace Street Ministries for $250.  In 
response to food needs locally, the Cum-
berland food pantry has requested cash as 
the easiest way to give at the moment and 
Missions we will be contributing to that re-
quest in short order.   
 
Volunteering at the food pantry has been 
temporarily suspended for everyone’s safe-
ty, but we will continue to support them in 
any way we can.  In a recent conversation 
with Tom Gruber, who is associated with the 
pantry, he wanted to send a heartfelt thank 
you to George Black for his continuous help 
in picking up items at Hannaford every 
Thursday and said they couldn’t do what 
they do without people like George.  We all 
thank you, George! 
 
At this time, we are comfortable with keep-
ing the pet pantry open once a month to 
take care of our furry friends.  In March, we 
implemented safety precautions with 
curbside pickup only while maintaining a 
proper 6-foot distance and plenty of sanitiz-
er/wipes for our volunteers and community 
members alike.     
 
Please reach out to a Missions member if 
you are in need of monetary help or know of 
someone in our community who does.  We 
are all in this together.  Stay healthy and 
safe. 

 

Sue Berube 

 

 

 

Financial Secretaries Update 
 
When this virus situation developed and 
church attendance was from afar, we knew 
there would be a different looking weekly 
offering. And there was! I was a bit con-
cerned and said something at a Zoom 
council meeting a few days into our new 
normal. The Pastor sent a really, really well 
written article to us that, in essence said, do 
not be afraid. This financial piece should not 
over-shadow our faith and to believe that 
God will see us through this trying time. We 
need to be concerned about the health and 
well-being of our families and friends and 
folks all over the world who are struggling to 
get past this.  
 
I swear that, just to prove a point to the 
doubting Thomas in me, as I prepared the 
weekly deposit for that week  there was a 
substantial gift from someone we haven't 
heard from in a long time. And all the de-
posits since then have been much better 
than I had anticipated. Folks are keeping up 
with their promises and I feel confident that 
we will come out of this feeling quite 
blessed and very thankful.   
 
When it seems that life throws us a mean 
curve ball, NYCC smacks it out of the park.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Jeanne and Kris  
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 Easter Flower Dedications 
In Celebration: 
Our Granddaughters Kathryn & Harper           Kevin & Sarah Balvin 
Donald & Arlene Davis’ 70

th
 Wedding Anniversary Gary & Leah Davis 

North Yarmouth Congregational Church        Lyn Glassock 
Our 40

th
 Wedding Anniversary on 3/25/2020  Bill & Cindy Tompson 

God’s Goodness       The White/Golonka Family 
 

In Memory: 
Lelia & Ernest Farnsworth     Kimberly Bailey 
Richard Brobst Sr.      Priscilla Brobst & Family 
Loved Ones       Priscilla Brobst & Family 
Edwin & Rachel Deans      Gary & Leah Davis 
Laura S. Glassock      The Glassock Family 
Rusty Goff        Butch & Jean Goff 
Larry Edwards, Joel Edwards & Parents   Butch & Jean Goff 
Loved Ones       Patricia Field 
Loved Ones       Lois Knight 
Our Parents       Cody & Susanellen Stearns 
John & Vyra Tompson      Bill & Cindy Tompson 
Butch Mefferd (Cindy’s Brother)    Bill & Cindy Tompson 
 
Donation to the Pet Place Pantry: 
 
For all my Animal Friends     Tim 
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I talked with Pastor Nancy 
today and I told her about an 
organization in Belfast..The 
Game Loft ... that is writing 
and sending postcards to 
young people who have not 

been able to be at this place since social dis-
tancing was instituted...they were mentioned 
on public radio yesterday-Jennifer Rooks' 
MAINE CALLING show.  They have request-
ed that the public help by sending positive 
messages to them on postcards and they'll 
address and stamp them and send out.  They 
also need more postcards.  If anyone would 
like to help, their address is 78A Main Street, 
Belfast, ME 04915.   
 
Here is a little bit of information on this organ-
ization from their website: 
 

The mission of The Game Loft is to pro-
mote Positive Youth Development through 
non-electronic games and community in-
volvement.   
 
The program goals are to guide young people 
age 6-18 to become confident, competent, 
caring, contributing and connected adults. 
Youth who attend the Game Loft’s programs 
are given opportunities to serve their commu-
nity and gaming experiences that lead to in-
creased knowledge and understanding of 
themselves and the world.  
 
Our vision is a community where all people 
are valued regardless of age; where youth 
become resources with meaningful roles and 
responsibilities for positive community 
change; where disabled youth, juvenile of-
fenders, the bullied, the ostracized, and all 
who feel voiceless are heard and respected; 
and where willing volunteers of all ages work 
to improve the life of their community.  
 
Thank you, Gail Strattard 
 

 
Anniversaries 

 
Patrick Strawbridge and Kristi Wright 

4-28-2001 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
April Birthdays 

 

5  Rosemarie Smith  

8 Joshua Brobst  

12  Ron Burgess   

14 Karen Barter   

16 John Ames II    

18  Hayes Heath  

20  Donna Smith 

23  Lillian Benoit 

26  Lindsey Morton 

27  Lydia Dahlgren 

30  Elizabeth Morton 

31  Sam Heath 

 
Men’s Club  

 
Men’s Club is on hold until further notice. 
 
For info contact Norman Smith 829-5892 or  
smithnorman325@gmail.com 
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North Yarmouth Congregational Church 
3 Gray Road 
North Yarmouth , ME 04097 

 

THE PARISH VOICE deadline for May is April 27th—email: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 


