The Parish Voice
February, 2020
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
3 Gray Road, North Yarmouth, ME 04097
Church Office: 207-829-3644
Email: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com
Church Website: http://nyccucc.com
Office Hours: M-T-W– 7:00-8:30 / Thursday 7:00-3:00pm
Sunday Worship: 9:30 am

Here’s What’s Happening in February
02/02
02/05
02/05
02/06
02/07
02/08
02/09
02/10
02/14
02/15
02/17
02/19
02/20
02/23
02/24

Annual Meeting—Following Worship
Missions— 5:30 pm
Youth Choir—6:30 pm
Grief Support Group—1 pm
Friday Lunch—11:30-1:00 pm
Pet Place Pantry—9:00 am
Deacons—11:00 am
Trustees Meeting—6:00 pm
Chicken Pie Sale—2:00-5:30 pm
Men’s Club Breakfast—7:00 am
Presidents’ Day—Office Closed
Youth Choir—6:30 pm
Grief Support Group—1 pm
All Church Activity w/Lunch—10:30 am
March Newsletter Articles Due

Pastor : Rev. Nancy J White
Phone Number: 207-504-6289
Email: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com
Reverend Nancy’s day off is Monday

214th Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 2
Following Worship

Men’s Club Breakfast

*******************************

Tuesdays: Women’s Fellowship/Tuesday Gals,
10:00 am unless otherwise noted on calendar.
Wednesdays: Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 pm

Men’s Club is held on the 3rd Saturday of
the month and is open to all men in the
community. We will meet on Feb. 15th at
Toddy Brook @ 7:00 AM
FMI—Norman Smith at
smithnorman325@gmail.com

Altar Flowers
To place flowers in memory of or
in honor of someone or
“just because.”
February flow ers w ill be taken
care of by the

Leah Davis

Pet Place Pantry Needs
Dry dog food
Dry cat food
Cat litter
Thank you!
Dog food in 17-20 lb bags please

Ponderings from the Pastor….
Confirmation class (and anyone else who wants to join us)
field trip March 29th!
https://onespiritfoundation.org/
The Hebrew Lord’s Prayer Experience —
An Uplifting Interfaith Journey into
Song & Spirit
Upon learning of the existence of an ancient Hebrew version of the Gospel of Matthew, Yosef Kottler, a composer of Jewish chant and liturgical
music, was inspired to compose a contemporary interpretation of The
Lord’s Prayer. By exploring the nuanced meaning of the original Hebrew,
he has uncovered fresh insights into this devotional prayer while keeping
it relevant to today’s world and to people of all faiths.
Join us on an inspirational journey as we sing the prayer and pray the
music — and turn our voices into a shared vessel for summoning the
Spirit.

Sunday, March 29 at 4 pm
South Church in Andover
41 Central Street, Andover, MA

This is slightly less than 2 hour drive from church. We will car pool leaving the church by 1:30 pm and returning after the program which I
think is about 1 1/2 hours long so we will estimate being home before 9
pm (may want to bring bag supper or stop for fast food on way
home). This is my brother Peter's church and I went to this program
last year and it was an amazing experience!
Pastor Nancy
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Faith Foundations A Cross+Generational Confirmation Series
Hopefully you have heard me speak of a new confirmation class for teens and adults . This class will be
open to all teens and older. It will be done in three modules, five to six, 60-90 minute sessions each as outlined below. For teens who are potentially interested in 'being confirmed' at completion, they should attend
all 3 modules and a parent(preferred) or other significant adult in their life should also attend and participate. Lessons/teaching is geared for teens through adults. Younger siblings are welcome to sit in (and
some do from time to time), but instructional level, by and large, does not shift. ) Each module is taught in 5
-6 sessions.
Spring Module: Bible Boot Camp
• Field Guide To Your Bible
• Field Guide to the OT/Hebrew Bible
• Field Guide to the NT (Part 1)
• Field Guide to the NT (Part 2)
• Ways to Get Into Your Bible
Summer Module: Faith Practices
• What is a Faith Practice?
• Saying Yes/Saying No

• Ways of Prayer
• Community-Building Practices
• Sustaining Your Practices
Fall Module: Beliefs & Belonging
• What are your sources for theological conversation?
• God (Creator, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit, Trinity)
• Wholeness/Brokenness, Ultimate Questions
• The Church and Life in Community
• Church Particulars
Our Spring Module will begin meeting in March on the following schedule:
Sundays from 12 to 1:30pm unless otherwise noted
March 1st
March 8th
March 29th Field Trip to Andover MA - Hebrew Lord's Prayer (see detailed info elsewhere in newsletter)
April 5th
April 26th Field Trip - 11 am Communion Ministry at Preble Street
May 3rd
May 10th

Summer (June thru August) and Fall (October and November) dates TBD
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Trustees

The Trustees continue on handling building maintenance and repairs. While we are in the throws of winter the Trustees are looking forward to spring when the parking lot will be finished. We are still short on
total funds so any donations to this project is appreciated.
The Strawbridge-Wright family generously volunteered to shovel us out in the month of January. A big
thank you to the Strawbridge-Wrights, that was a lot of snow! Now we need volunteers for the month of
February and March. If anyone is interested please contact me, Cathy Bunton at 232-3082.
We are in the process of doing a “freshening up of the Community Room.” Alex Rose offered to take on
painting of the Community room. With the help of Norm and Chris Dahlgren it is under way. Much preparation has had to go into a ton of prep work before the actual painting. A big thanks to Alex for stepping up
to the plate as well as Norm and Chris. A new item put on the Trustees plate this past month is our roof is
in need of replacement. We are presently in the process of contacting a roofer. Needless to say this will
be a sizable expense. Next month we will be officially welcoming a new member of Trustees, Kristi
Wright. She has served previously on the board and we welcome her back.
Cathy Bunton - Chair

Save the Week of February 10-14, 2020 for
Making Chicken Pies
The February 14th CHICKEN PIE SALE is a significant fund-raiser for our church, which helps us,
in turn, be able to give back to the community at large…it’s a win-win! We have many enthusiastic patrons who have already ordered our delicious chicken pies and incomparable gravy.
Now we need enthusiastic volunteers who would like to be part of a fun-loving team to create
approximately 300 chicken pies! Bring a friend along, too.
Please block out these dates in your 2020 calendars and let Pam know if you can help:
- February 10, Monday, 1-3 pm, weigh and create dough balls (need 8 volunteers)
- February 11, Tuesday, 1-4 pm pick chicken (need 9-10 volunteers)
- February 13, Thursday, 9-11, roll pie bottoms (need 8 volunteers)
- February 14, Friday, 9-11 am, roll pie tops (need 8 volunteers)
Break for Pot Luck Lunch
11:30-2:30 pm, assemble those yummy chicken pies to be boxed and sold
(need 10 volunteers)
Also during that week, we’re looking for volunteers to perform other tasks, such as building the
pie boxes, cutting up frozen chicken, and daily kitchen clean up (Tuesday, Thursday, Friday).
Mark would also like help from someone with strength to lug and lift large stock pots on the
stove. If you can help, please contact him for days and times.
Thank you in advance for blocking out the week of February 10-14. We sincerely appreciate any
and all help you can give. Just the aromas in the kitchen will be enough to cheer you up during
this bleak time of year…to say nothing of the fellowship we’ll all enjoy!
~Mark Heath and Pam Ames (james2@maine.rr.com or 829-5708)
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Deacons

From the Vice-Moderator

The Deacons are inviting any of our youth who
would be interested in participating in worship by
helping to take the offering to see Sandra
Golonka.

For a start, a huge thank you to the folks who said
“yes, I will serve”. With a couple of exceptions, the
boards and committees are adequately staffed,
and who knows, someone(s) might step up at Annual Meeting to fill the gaps! I will be attending the
first or second meeting of all committees and
boards just to see if you need the council to do anything to enable you to function as you pursue
your “jobs”. I will also work with you if you haven’t
elected a chair yet. Why? You may ask. Because
the antiquated By-Laws say that’s the ViceModerator’s job. This obviously is my opinion, not
necessarily a fact! No, this is a fact, how I feel
about is my opinion.

Youth Choir
Youth Choir will be starting up on February 5th!
We will be meeting the first and third Wednesday
of each month from 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the
NYCC sanctuary. The focus will be on songs and
musical activities for youth members, but all ages
are welcome to attend.
Our music ministry is open to all people, whether
they are members of our church or not, so we encourage you to bring your friends.
Come sing with us!
David Myers

February Birthdays
8
9
16
19
25

Sandra Boynton
Jack Scott
Terri Bickford
Madison Black
Mark Heath
Karen Rines
Carol Davis

If we’ve missed a birthday, please let us know, and
we will update the list. Many Blessings

The first paragraph speaks to the committees and
boards membership, and that is really good news,
however, I have been concerned for a few years
now about the lack of change, with people doing
the same job over a span of many years. I know,
with just one or two exceptions, the Church Council has not looked much different for several
years, and I think that leads to lack of new energy,
or new ideas. I know that some chairs would love
not to chair again, but nobody will step up and accept a nomination. Maybe this will change as new
folks are connecting to the church.
We are anything but a stagnant church and I
would love to see us use this new energy to help
us get to a doable, more efficient system of governing our church. I have received permission
from the Council to contact neighboring churches
that are experiencing similar situations to see if we
could get together for good conversations regarding this issue. The Pastor asked me if I would like
someone to go with me on this trek, and my answer is a loud, “YES” ! Talk to me.
Happy Groundhog Day!
God’s Love is Strong,
Jeanne Chadbourne, Vice-Moderator…….again
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From the Faith Formation Committee (aka Christian Formation)
Looking for ways to get ready for Lent? The Faith Formation Committee (formally Christian Education
Committee) invites you to attend our Lenten Spiritual Tune-Up sessions and pot luck following services on
Sunday, February 23 and Sunday, March 15.
Lenten Spiritual-Tune up is open to all members and friends of NYCC. These sessions are designed to be
inclusive and are open to everyone regardless of age. Plan to attend both or one whichever fits your
schedule. A potluck lunch is included. The event will conclude at approximately 12:30 pm.
For more information, feel free to contact Mark Falbo at mark.falbo@gmail.com or by voice or text at
904.610.8228.

2020 STARWORDS

On Epiphany we each received a star word for the year 2020.—a gift from God intended to draw us in to a closer relationship with God and help us as we discern
our call in this world. If you did not get a star word—please see me and receive
one!

What synonyms are there for your word?
Where can you find your word in Scripture?
Which Scripture is your favorite and which one makes you cringe?

What is the antonym for your word, noting that it is equally important to understand the void that exists
when your word is not present.

How does your word help you understand the sacrements of communion, baptism, marriage?

What hymn embodies your word?

How does your word enhance worship, devotion, spiritual formation and discipleship?

Blessings to you!!
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2020 National Youth Event
NYCC will be sending 2-4 teens to be part of the Maine delegation to this
wonderful event plus at least one adult chaperone. We will be looking for
scholarship money to help them so if you want to donate that would be
great! Pastor Nancy

United Church of Christ’s National Youth Event will take place at Purdue
University in West Lafayette Indiana July 22-25th, 2020. This 4-day event
is celebrated as the largest denominational gathering. Often brining in
4,000 participants, this time together is centered on faith, leadership, service, and social justice to empower our youth and young adults (ages 1222).

The Maine Conference UCC is sending a youth delegation! We are looking for a few individuals to help us plan and organize this amazing opportunity for the youth in our conference. If you are interested in helping us
out or want to find out how to register your youth please contact the Conference Office at 207-622-3100 Or email conference@maineucc.org /
Learn More about #NYEUCC2020
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~ February 2020 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2 Groundhog Day 3

4

Annual Meeting

5

6

7

5:30 p Missions

9:30a Worship

10a WF/Tues.
Gals

6:30 p
Youth Choir

6:30p Zumba

7 p Choir

1p Grief Support 11:30a Friday
Group
Lunch

8
9a Pet Place
Pantry

7p AA

9

10

11

9:30a Worship

6p Trustees

10a WF/Tues.
Gals

4p Casco Bay
Achievement
(CR-Lower Level)

6:30p Zumba

12
7p AA

17

18

19

9:30a Worship

Presidents Day

10a WF/Tues.
Gals
6:30p Zumba

6:30p Youth
Choir
7p AA

14

15

Valentine's Day

7a Men's Club
Breakfast

2-5:30p Chicken
Pie Sale

7p Choir Rehearsal

16

Office Closed

13

20

21

22

28

29

1p Grief Support
Group
6p Council

7p Choir Rehearsal

23
9:30a Worship
11a All Church
Activity w/Lunch

24

25

26

27

10a WF/Tues.
Gals
6:30p Zumba
7p AA

4p Casco Bay
Achievement
(CR-Lower Level)

7p Choir Rehearsal
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