
   

 

 

 
 December, 2019 

Here’s What’s Happening in December 
12/1 Blue Christmas Service—2 pm 
12/4 4H Banquet—5 pm 
12/5 Grief Support Group—1 pm 
12/6 Friday Lunch, 11:30 a.m. 
12/8 Deacons—11 am 
12/10 Trustees—6 pm 
12/11  4H-6pm 
12/14 Pageant Rehearsal—10:00 am 
12/14 Pet Place Pantry, 10:00-11:00 am  
12/15 Christmas Pageant during Worship 
12/15 Missions —11 am 
12/19 Council — 6 pm 
12/19 Grief Support Group—1 pm 
12/21 Men’s Club Breakfast, 7:00 am 
12/24  Christmas  Eve Services 
 Christmas Carolling at Preble Street 4pm 
 Family Service—5:30 pm 
 Candlelight Service—11:00 pm 
12/26-01/01—Office Closed for Vacation 
******************************* 

Ongoing Programming 
 

Tuesdays: Women’s Fellowship/Tuesday Gals 
are on a well deserved break until January 14. 
 
Wednesdays:  Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 pm 

The Parish Voice 

 
 

December Birthdays 
 
2    Marsha Heath 
5    Marisa Barter 
9  Robyn Black 
 Malik Black 
10  Jeff McEwen 
 Bill Jones  
13  Laurie McQuarrie 
19  Mark Libby 
20 Allie Day 
22  Calvin Heath 
23  Andrew Smith 
24  Vance Benoit 
25  Holly Balvin 
 Susan Elliott 
  
 If we’ve missed a birthday, please let 
us know, and we will update the list.  
Many Blessings.   

 

Mouse in the House 
As most people know old church’s and mice 
seem to go hand in hand. You know old 
foundations are not incredibly tight so it is 
inevitable that we would have our share of 
mice, right?! WRONG. We have a secret 
weapon. This secret weapon is on duty weekly 
making sure the mouse problem is kept in 
check.  He is worth his weight in gold in my 
book, and a very reliable sort.  I refer to him as 
the Black mouse patrol. He leaves no mouse 
trap left unturned. Thank you George Black for 
all your work on keeping up with our 
mice problem. 
Cathy B.  

First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 
3 Gray Road, North Yarmouth, ME  04097 
Church Office:  207-829-3644   
Email: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com 
Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 
Office Hours:  M-W 8:30—11:30 a.m., Thursday 8:00-3:00 pm 
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.  

Pastor : Rev. Nancy J White  
Phone Number: 207-504-6289 

Email: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com 
Reverend Nancy’s day off is Monday 

Altar Flowers 
 

To place flowers in memory of or  
in honor of someone or  

“just because.”   
December flowers will be taken 

 care of by 
ALL 
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“Joy to the World, the Lord is come.” - Isaac Watts  
 

"Make a joyful noise to the Beloved     
all the earth;   

break forth into grateful song    
and sing praises!  

Yes, sing songs of praise extolling    
Love’s way;  lift up your hearts with     

gratitude and joy!”      
     -Psalm 98 (translation, Nan C. Merrill)  

 
“As we discover more joy, we can face suffering in a way that ennobles rather than embitters. We 

have hardship without becoming hard. We have heartbreak without being broken.” - Desmond Tutu  
 

“Joy to the World,” a beloved Christmas classic, turns 300 this year. Composer Isaac Watt’s 
interpretation of Psalm 98 invites us to sing a “new song”–and it is a powerful cosmic perfor-
mance of all creation being renewed and freed. Rather than “joy” being yet another word for 

“happiness,” we will discover that the depths of joy can be found especially in the midst of suf-
fering, the work of justice, and the presence of compassion–all part of the coming of Jesus to 

this world and a message the world still so desperately needs.  
 

Advent starts December 1st!  This year we will be celebrating the 300th anniversary of “Joy to the 
World”  at NYCC.  The four Sundays of Advent worship at 9:30 am will focus on Hopeful Joy, Loving 
Joy, Unabashed Joy, Peaceful Joy and then on Christmas Eve we will of course celebrate Incarnate 
Joy—Emmanuel—God With Us Joy.  On December 15th we will celebrate Unabashed Joy, with our  
annual intergenerational Christmas pageant.   Each week our NYCC drama team will open worship 
with a continuing drama of ’The Advent Wreath’. The choir will lead us in beautiful music selections 
from “Joy has Dawned”.  Christmas Eve we will have a 5:30 and an 11:00 pm worship.  
 
On the first Sunday of Advent, there will be a Blue Christmas worship at 2:00 pm were we will consider 
Elusive Joy.  This worship is a quiet one especially for those who find this time of year difficult after the 
loss of a loved one—recent or long ago.  Or you may enjoy this as a moment of contemplation in a 
season that can become a little hectic.  All are welcome.   
 
On the Sunday following Christmas, we will have a relaxed 9:30 am worship service in the fellowship 
hall with coffee and food and something for everyone!  (more info to come!) 
 
Pastor Nancy 
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Trustees  
I would be remiss if I did not start this newsletter 
off with the obvious news that we finally have a 
PAVED parking lot! Now, so you all know this is 
the first of 2 coats. The first coat is what called the 
binder coat. The second and final will be done 
sometime in the spring as well as the work needed 
to put soil around the edges for grass. The dona-
tions have come in steady in fact I was just in-
formed  that the men’s club will be giving 
$1000.00. Thank you men’s club!  We are still a bit 
short for the final cash amount, but have come a 
long way. Thanks to all that have already given. 
Most of the Trustee meeting was spent doing 
budget work. The church is working with a new 
system so not to get into too much detail, it seems 
to be coming along. 
 
The church cleanup happened last Saturday and 
many hands turned out to chip in.  Thank you to all 
who showed up!  This is always an important 
event. Just as it takes work to keep a house up to 
snuff as most people know, it is the same with the 
church. I think of it as our church family home.  
Much goes into the upkeep to keep our church a 
home. The building is sizable to say the least.  
Winter is on our door step.  Anyone interested in 
shoveling our walkways please give a shout out. 
 
Cathy B. 
 
 

Missions 
The busy month of December is upon us.  We will 
have our Sharing Sleigh Christmas tree up on 
Sunday, December 1

st
 with over 20 stars to pick 

from.  For those of you not familiar with this won-
derful group we support, it began with a couple 
women in the Windham area who wanted to make 
a difference for the less fortunate during the holi-
days.  They receive names from the Salvation Ar-
my, Goodwill, local town offices and food pantries 
and then find organizations like ourselves to help 
fulfill their gift requests.  They are so grateful that 
we continue to be a part of this each year and of-
tentimes will donate many items to our pet pan-
try.  If you would like to bring joy to someone in 
need, please take a star and return the wrapped 
item with the star attached by Sunday, December 
15

th
 when our contact person will pick the gifts up 

and deliver them.  There will be a box marked 
“Sharing Sleigh Gifts” in the office for you to drop 
off your item. 
  
Other giving events we are participating in include 
helping to fill the Christian Ed goodie bags with 
bus passes and gift cards to be delivered to the 

homeless on Christmas Eve, sending out Christ-
mas cards and Walmart gift cards to congregants 
in need of a little extra “we’re thinking of you” dur-
ing this time of year, and buying and wrapping pre-
sents for local children/adults through the YCAN 
program.  Keep ME Warm and local fuel assis-
tance donations are also being considered with 
our remaining funds, especially since the cold 
weather has seemed to make an early presence! 
  
Our next meeting will be on Sunday, December 
15

th
.  At that time, we will be gearing up to fill our 

volunteer positions for the Cumberland food pantry 
and pet pantry for 2020.  If you are interested in 
being a part of these activities, which can be once 
a month, once every other month or on a sub list, 
please reach out to any Missions member, who 
will be happy to answer any questions you may 
have.   
  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the 
Missions board! 
 
 
 

Christian Education 
Once again we will be preparing winter care kits to 
distribute at the Preble Street Resource Center on 
Christmas Eve. Bags will be available next Sun-
day, November 30th in the fellowship hall. Our 
goal this year is to decorate and fill 50 bags. This 
year we are asking that each member or family 
to take one or two bags home and return the 
completed care kits to the Church no later than 
Sunday, December 22nd. Please see the at-
tached Cold Weather Caring Kits flier that comes 
with each bag for suggestions. Also, please attach 
some identification (tag, ribbon, etc) if the care kit 
contains toiletries, hygiene products, or clothes for 
men, woman, individuals with children, individuals 
with pets.  
 
Our youth are busy preparing the annual Christ-
mas Pageant that will be presented during the ser-
vice on December 15th. Rehearsals will continue 
each Sunday during worship after the message for 
all ages. There will be a final dress rehearsal on 
Saturday, December 14th at 10 am followed by 
pizza and ice cream. 
 
Jessica Smith 
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A NOTE FROM THE CLERK 
 
IT’S ANNUAL REPORT TIME! 
It’s December, and preparations are underway for 
our Annual Meeting, which will be held in January. 
Because many boards and committees have al-
ready completed much of their calendar year work 
and have a good idea of what they have done and 
will do through the end of the year, it’s a perfect 
time to put those reports together and get them to 
Kathy Whittier. The actual deadline for reports will 
be announced later, when the date for Annual 
Meeting is set, but it will most likely be the first 
week in January. NOTE: ALL BOARDS, COMMIT-
TEES, AUXILIARY ORGANIZATIONS NEED TO 
SUBMIT REPORTS, EVEN IF THEY ARE 
SHORT. For more information or a copy of your 
last year’s report, contact Kathy Whittier. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Kathy Whittier, Church Clerk 
 
 
IN-HOME COMMUNION 
The Diaconate is offering to serve Communion in 
your home if you are unable to come to church on 
the first Sunday of each month. If you are interest-
ed in having this service, please either call the 
church office at 829-3644 or contact Sandra 
Golonka. 
 
 
 

Tuesday Gals 
The Tuesday Gals thanks all of you who donated 
such generous monetary donations.  We also 
thank Donna Smith for donating items to fill the 
Chocolate Basket and Candace Smith for donating 
items to fill the Top of the Morn Basket.  We are so 
Blessed by all of your help! 
 
We have been very busy getting our crafts ready 
for the fair.  This is a fun and crazy week for us.  
 
We thank all of you who are giving us a helping 
hand in getting set up and working with us during 
the fair.  I will have more news in January's news-
letter! 
 
May you all have a Merry Christmas! 
 
God Bless you all, 
Terri and the Tuesday Gals 
 

A Little Of This, A little Of That 
 
You might find this a little repetitious, but... 
 
Committee/Board membership is still struggling 
to meet our needs.....at least to continue with our 
present organizational mind set. If you have any 
interest in helping out please talk to Pastor Nancy, 
Cindy T. Annie G. or Jeanne C. 
 
Curious as to the status of your 2019 pledge to 
NYCC??? We are frequently asked "how am I do-
ing with my pledge for this year?" To give anyone 
who pledged last year the answer, we have the re-
ports for you and will hand them to you at church 
or will mail them if we don't see you. The reports 
reflect everything you have given, so you kind of 
have to study the report to find the pledge results. 
If you want help interpreting the document, please 
ask.  
 
THE  kitchen!    
Kris P, Cathy B, and I tackled the church kitchen 
on clean-up day. At one time many folks ral-
lied around the space and we would end up with 6 
or 7 workers and a pretty clean area after we fin-
ished. We have not had a session like that for a 
long time. And it was pretty obvious. Cathy took on 
the dishwasher area, sharing some of her findings 
with us.....oh my!...., Kris was challenged with the 
space under the sink....she won......and I tried to 
organize the metal storage rack and the corner 
next to the refrigerator under the cupboard. As I 
say I tried. It's so obvious that when things are put 
away and we don't know where it goes, it goes in 
the handiest spot. Other than not being able to find 
an item with any ease, a significant surplus of 
product is amazing. We do not need plastic wrap, 
tin foil, plastic storage bags (of all sizes) garbage 
bags (of all sizes) nor  snack food.  Before you 
kitchen shop, please look around. You may not 
have to shop. We will never have a "home" kitchen 
code, but maybe we could keep things a bit spiffi-
er.  We never opened a drawer or cupboard door, 
so who knows what lurks behind those spac-
es.  Mark had cleaned the grease trap which is a 
tasteless job, thank you.....after chicken pie supper 
and I wonder if a Clean the Kitchen Day/Church 
Clean-up Day maybe could happen on the Satur-
day after that event ????  Just a suggestion.  
 
Jeanne 
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Men’s Club 
 
The Men’s Club would like to once again thank all the folks who helped to bring off a successful week at 
the Cumberland Fair in the booth. This includes all who worked the booth and all who worked in advance 
and after. It could not have been done without any of you. We hope that everyone had a good time while 
participating. 
 
This year the weather was great and inclement weather took a break. The results prove this and we have 
realized a better return than we have in many previous years. We also are becoming quite expert at what 
we do. Is that conceited? Probably, but so what! 
 
So we find ourselves with financial gain which will allow us to continue and do the following. 
We will hold some start up money back so we can do this again next year. We will have some monies to 
disperse towards other needs in our community ( we consider all needs, be they individual or community 
based ).  We will once again honor our pledging amount to the church. And we have decided to give 
$1000.00 to the paving/parking lot project. 
 
On that note, we offer our $1000.00 contribution as a challenge to any parties, be they individual or organ-
izational. We know that the parking lot fund is still lacking for completion next year. This year’s costs are 
covered and look what has been accomplished. We’ll be looking at raising another 9 to 10K to finish the 
deal. So out goes the challenge. 
 
In closing we offer that the Men’s Club has a breakfast meeting once a month on the 3

rd
 Saturday for an 

hour plus. All men in the community are welcome. There is a diverse group of folks who attend. Some 
community folks, and some church folks, and some both. Very interesting to say the least and very good 
for all of us. 
 
If you’re interested you can always call either Norm, Chris, or someone else who may be involved. You’d 
be welcome. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Norm & Chris 
 

 
Men’s Club 

The Men’s Club will be meeting for breakfast 
at Toddy Brook on Saturday, December 21 at 
7:00 am Open to all men in the community. 

 
 

 

Reminder 
New pledges begin January 1st 

2020  
We hope you have completed your 

pledges for 2019, and you are ready to 
begin your 2020 pledges on January 

1st. 
Thank You! 

January Newsletter Deadline 
 
So that we can all enjoy the holidays, we will not be putting out a January 
newsletter.  We will use the Weekly News to get out any timely information. 
Thank you! 
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 Paving the Driveway  
Pictures courtesy of Chris Dahlgren 

Thank you!   

So apparently, October was Pastor appreciation month - thank you all for the lovely card 
and gift - I was totally delighted.  It makes me realize how much I and everyone in the 
church appreciates all you faithful servants who continue to do a fantastic job on a weekly 
basis in various necessary roles.   

We assume the jobs of the church get done and they do but I'm not sure we say 'thank 
you' enough.  So making up for lost time, I extend heartfelt thanks of the church family to 
all our staff, both paid and volunteer.   

Thank you to Jeanne Chadbourne (serving 10 years) and Kris Perkins (serving 6 years) 
who every week make sure our weekly offerings are recorded and deposited in the 
bank.  Thank you to Lyn Glassock as our bookkeeper and Priscilla Brobst as our Assistant 
Treasurer, making sure our bills are paid and recorded properly every week  - this is a new 
role for them as our former Assistant Treasurer, Trudy Sappington (serving more than 20 
years) resigned end of 2018 but graciously continued to serve through February assuring 
NYCC of a smooth transition - thank you.  More thanks to Lyn Glassock who has served 
as our church office administrator for 12 years.  Thanks to our Treasurer George Lam-
brides (serving 2 years) and our new Treasurer Liz McGlinn  (approved by council to begin 
transition this fall in anticipation of George leaving the role end of 2019.  Thank you to our 
sexton, Mark Heath (serving 18 years) for keeping everything clean and tidy.  Thank you to 
our organists/pianists Linda Lambrides (serving 18 years) and Peter Dickson (serving 14+ 
years) for bringing beautiful music to our worship every Sunday.  Thank you to David My-
ers (serving 3 years) for being our 'choir-trier' choir director - we appreciate his grace, affir-
mation and musical talent as he inspires our choir to excel.   

And so many more of you serve tirelessly in many ways in the ministries of NYCC - I know 
you serve because God calls you and we all thank you for answering the call!  

Pastor Nancy  
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In lieu of poinsettias, we invite you to make a mone-
tary donation to the Cumberland Food Pantry, which 
serves at least a dozen North Yarmouth families.  A 
star will be hung in the Sanctuary to represent your 
gift, and a list of donations will appear in our bulletin 
on Christmas Eve.  Please return this form with your 
gift by:  
 

Sunday, December 15th 
 
 
 
Donated by _____________________________ 
 
In memory of ____________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
In celebration of__________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
 
**Please write checks to NYCC.  Thank you. 
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          Christmas Season Services 
 
  

Sundays ~ 9:30 am Worship w ith us as we celebrate Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love anticipating the One who comes to us as a child.  Each week we light the advent 

wreath, sing carols of the season and our gifted choir shares beautiful music as we 
prepare for Christmas. 

  
 

Dec 15 
Christmas Pageant 

  
  

December 1st at 2:00 pm-Blue Christmas Service 
Ministering to those with tender hearts this Christmas Season 

 
  

Christmas Eve December 24th 
  

4:00 pm ~ 
Grace Street Ministry-Christmas Eve service at Preble Street in Portland 

 
  

5:30 pm ~  
Family Service with the familiar Christmas story for all ages, carol singing 

and candle lighting.  
 
  

11:00 pm ~ 
A quiet, reflective worship service of readings, carols, and candle lighting 

with communion. 
  
 

December 29 
Worship at 9:30 am 
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~ December 2019 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9:30a Worship 
  

2p Blue Christ-
mas Service 

2 

  

3 

 
 
 
 

  

6:30p Zumba 

4 

5p 4H 
(Fellowship 
Hall) 

7p AA 

7p Choir Re-
hearsal 

5 

1p Grief Sup-
port Group 

6 

11:30a Friday 
Lunch 

7 

  

8 

9:30a Worship 
  

11a Deacons 

9 

  

10 

  

  
 
 

6p Trustees 

  

6:30p Zumba 

11 

  

6p 4H Banquet 
(Fellowship 
Hall) 

7p AA 

7p Choir Re-
hearsal 

12 

  

13 

  

14 

9a Pet Place 
Pantry 
  

10a Pageant 
Dress Rehears-
al 

15 

9:30a Christ-
mas Pageant 
  

11a Missions 

16 

  

17 

  

 
 
  

6:30p Zumba 

18 

  

7p AA 

  

7p Choir Re-
hearsal 

19 

1p Grief Sup-
port Group 
  

6p Council 

20 

  

21 

7a Men's Club 
Breakfast 

22 Winter 

Solstice 

  

  

  

9:30a Worship 

23 

7p Choir Re-
hearsal 

24 

 
  

4p Grace Street 

  

5:30p Family 
Christmas Eve 
Service 

  

11p Candlelight 
Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 

  

Christmas 

  

  

  

  

  

  

7p AA 

26 

  

27 

  

28 

  

29 

9:30a Worship 

30 

  

31 

  

 

 

6:30p Zumba 

  



 10 

 

North Yarmouth Congregational Church 
3 Gray Road 
North Yarmouth , ME 04097 

 

THE PARISH VOICE deadline for January is December 16th —email: nycc@maine.rr.com 


