The Parish Voice
September, 2019
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
3 Gray Road, North Yarmouth, ME 04097
Church Office: 207-829-3644
Email: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com
Church Website: http://nyccucc.com
Office Hours: M,T-8:30-11:30 am; W-11-2:00 pm, TH– 8:00-3:00 pm

Pastor: Rev. Nancy J White
E-Mail: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com
Phone Number: 207-504-6289
Pastor Nancy’s day off is Monday

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Here’s What’s Happening in September
9/02
9/06
9/08
9/08
9/14
9/11
9/16
9/21
9/23
9/26
9/26

Labor Day—Office Closed
Friday Lunch—1:30 am
Christian Education—11:00 am
Deacons—11:00 am
Pet Place Pantry—9:00-10:00 am
Trustees— 6:00 pm
Missions—5:30 pm
Men’s Club Breakfast—7:00 am
Deadline for October Newsletter
Grief Support Group—1:00 pm
Council—6:00 am

The office hours will return to MondayTuesday and Wednesday 8:30-11:30 am,
and Thursday 8:00 am—3:00 pm on
September 3.

*******************************
Tuesdays:
Women’s Fellowship/Tuesday
Gals, 10:00 am unless otherwise noted on the
monthly calendar.
Wednesdays: Choir Rehearsals begin September 11th at 7:00 pm.
———————————————————————

Pastor Nancy is on vacation from August
30th through September 22nd. Emergency
pastoral coverage will be provided by Rev.
Allison Smith at Cumberland CC (cell 207841-0691) from Aug.30 thru Sept 6; by Rev
Richard Hyde at Gray CC (cell phone 202
422 5598) from Sept 7th thru the 22nd.

Altar Flowers
To place flowers in memory of or in
honor of someone or
“just because.”
September flowers will be taken
care of by
Rosemarie Smith

Worship and Music Ministry reflection/
listening feedback sessions (see longer
write-up in Pastor’s Ponderings for more info) are scheduled for Oct 13th and 20th and
Nov 3rd and 10th at 11 am. We will try to
keep the groups to 8 to 10 folks. Please
sign up for the Sunday that works best for
you!

The Cumberland Fair
Cumberland Fair Booth: The Men's
Club needs help working on the Fair
Food Booth Sept. 22 - 28. First shift 8
- 11, second 11 - 4, and night 4 - 8.
We can work with you if your schedule
requires. Please contact Norman
Smith smithnorman325@gmail.com
or 829-5802

Pastor’s Ponderings
Greetings all!
In response to the “elephant in the room” question that arose at Annual Meeting about who should
be evaluating and making recommendations with regard to pay for the staff of the church, we have
been working hard. At the April meeting of the Church Council, a subgroup was formed consisting
of Rev Nancy White, Moderator Marsha Heath, Vice Moderator Jeanne Chadbourne and Clerk
Kathy Whittier to discuss and discern and prayerfully come up with what we hope is a wonderful
new way of assessing all of the ministries of NYCC. We have used as a guide a book entitled
Completing the Circle [CTC], Reviewing Ministries in the Congregation by David R. McMahill.
CTC is an instructive book on how to engage everyone in the congregation in conversations about
current and future opportunities for ministry within and beyond the church. What we have gleaned
from this book is that there are many aspects of ministry in any church and NYCC is no different.
A main premise here is that we are all in ministry together, we all have a part, we are all vital for
getting the work of God done at NYCC and in our community and world. The list of different ministries in the church includes care and nurture of others, building and grounds maintenance, administrative and financial ministry, hospitality ministry, music and worship ministry, faith formation ministry–both adult and youth, fellowship ministries including Tuesday Gals and Men’s Club and just
having fun together, and of course the ministries performed by all of our dedicated boards and
committees. As we move forward I am sure this list will be revisited and refined many times over.
What is suggested in this book and what we propose trying out will be reflection/listening sessions
of small (8-10 people) groups on each specific ministry. We want to get as many folks (all ages)
involved as we can, so certainly this will take place over multiple meetings and a number of weeks
for even just one of our ministries. For example, worship and music is a weekly part of our church
family’s life so theoretically everyone should be involved in those listening/reflection discussions.
Each session will have a facilitator and a separate note taker. For other ministries those people
participating in a particular ministry will be the ones involved in the group discussions.
This is meant to be an ongoing process that continues over time providing positive and constructive feedback loops to all . Our hope is this will open us all up to new ways of experiencing and
moving forward into God’s vision for the ministries of NYCC.
With feedback from many, we believe we will be able to move forward with future decisions and planning including budgeting for all the ministries as well as thoughtful and
appropriate staff compensation practices.

The ministries at NYCC are doing great! This summer I have taken the opportunity to
meet with and provide written individual acknowledgment of the many contributions of
each paid staff person in the ministries of this church. Jeanne Chadbourne has taken
the lead on meeting with staff and updating all job descriptions (which were very out
of date). Going into fall 2019 we will be in great shape!
We will try out this new approach by holding reflection/listening sessions for NYCC’s
music and worship ministry.
2

(Continued from Page 1)
The questions to be discussed will cover all aspects of worship from the announcements to hymns,
to prayers, to offering, to the sermon, to choir music and instrumental music. Our focus will be on
how each person experiences the different parts of worship. There are no right or wrong answers
– your experience is just that – your experience. For example, you may be asked to reflect on
where you especially felt the love of God during worship, how did you respond to the choral music,
were you challenged by the sermon, did you feel especially touched by the prayers or scripture,
what did you feel during the offering.
Because we want to give as many people the opportunity to be part of the discussion as possible,
we will hold four group sessions following worship on October 13, 27, November 3, 10 at 11:00 am.
Please be ready to sign up for one of these four weeks when you are asked. Thank YOU!
In Christ, Rev. Nancy

Let the paving begin!
We are getting closer and closer to our goal of raising $55,000.00 for this project. I was so wrong
to think that the end of June would be the end of funds coming in, because every week in July and
August folks have handed me their gift, or placed it in the Offering plate, or mailed it to the church.
To date we have $48,200.00 in the bank so to speak! Most of the “promised “ gifts are in and
Thank-you doesn’t begin to express what my thoughts really are. You have done well! If the intention has been on your mind or on your plate of things to do, please do. We have a little way to go to
reach our goal.
So what is the church going to do when the dirt movers and the pavers start doing their thing in
“our” parking spaces? The Trustees are going to try real hard to get the project started and completed in as short a time span as possible. When the work is being done we are going to be creative in our parking. The back and side of the church (pastor’s office lawn) will be the nearest spaces and of course across the street will not be impacted.
The Trustees will be keeping the calendar very much in mind as dates are planned, trying to impact groups or events as little as possible. Will we be inconvenienced for a few days? YES, but
look what we will have when it’s over! No more holes to step in nor rocks to step on. The paved area will be larger and it will be so much easier to take care of, especially during snow season. I’ll
admit that paving projects are not real glamorous, but they do have positive aspects.
Someone asked why this paving wasn’t done during the summer when church activities and Sunday morning attendance were lower. That would not have worked this year because summer worship services have been very well attended…..like really well! As someone said “we must be doing
something right “ Amen!
Respectfully Submitted,
Jeanne Chadbourne
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A Note from your Choir Director

Just a friendly note from your director that
choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, September 11th, and we will resume
singing during worship on Sunday, September 29th! As always, we are looking for
some enthusiastic new singers to lend
their voices to the group this year—if you
love to sing, we would love to have you!
Anyone who is interested in singing is welcome to sit in on one of our Wednesday
evening rehearsals to see just how much
fun we are having. If you have any questions or would like to be added to our choir
email list, please send me a message
at davidmyers.jr@gmail.com. We look forward to making a joyful noise with you all
again very soon!
David Myers, Jr.

Trustees

Though it may be summer and usually
things get very quite at the church the
Trustees are still at it!

we have not met our goal for moneys
needed to do the paving. We are close,
but need another $8000.00.
Kathy Bunton, Chair

Our New Treasurer

On Sunday August 25th, the Church Council voted to accept the nomination of Liz
McGlinn (aka Thomas and Charlotte’s
mom) as our new church treasurer as of
January 2020. This allows for a smooth
transition time this fall with our current
treasurer George Lambrides. Many
thanks to George for his service and to Liz
for accepting the nomination to the finance
ministry of NYCC!

Tuesday Gals

Tuesday Gals is starting 2 new Raffle Baskets, Tour of Italy and Mainly Maine. A list
of ideas for items to help fill the baskets is
At the request of Tuesday Gals one of the in the gathering space by the bulletin
board. We appreciate all your help. If you
small children size toilets that are in the
basement of the church was replaced with rather not shop and would like to donate
a standard size. Some of the women have cash to help buy needed items that that be
so appreciated too! We thank everyone
mobility constraints and this will help so
that they are not forced to have to go up- for your generous help.
stairs. They offered to pay for it as well but
Chris and company put it in so we did not If anyone would like to join us, we meet on
Tuesdays, at 10 am. Bring your lunch and
have to hire a plumber. Thanks guys.
dessert will be provided. We can always
Please take a moment to check out the
use new ideas and help with our projects.
thank you card on the Gathering Space
Join us you will have a good time.
bulletin board that the Tuesday gals sent
to Trustees, it is very clever! Those gals
Thank you,
are creative.
Terri and the Tuesday Gals
In reference to the parking lot, Presently
we are in contact with the excavator and
paving company working on coordinating
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the two. We should see things start to happen very soon. Please if any are interested

I invite you to pray with me
daily for our church:

O God, make from us a new creation:
a community of faith conformed to your vision
and transformed by your will.
Let us be a home for your Spirit,
and a witness for your Son,
all for your glory, O God. Amen.

not really a surprise as we needed to be sure of
their attendance). The Christian Education board is
also planning a baby shower for Shelby and Jeremy
this Sunday Oct 6th during the potluck so bring a
wee gift if you like!

Pastor Nancy

A Note of Thanks

These past six months that I have been unable to
drive has been rather difficult. It has been a nuisance not to be able to jump in the car and go any
time that I wanted to, but it, also, has been a time
when I have been blessed. My church family along
with my own family have been so good to me, making sure that I was able to get where I needed to
be. I am so thankful to Jeanne who made sure that
I got to choir practice and to church, to Donna who
took me grocery shopping and to the post office.
George, Lois, Leah, Kathy, Butch, and Linda have
generously given me rides when I have asked.
Others have offered. I am grateful to all and am
very thankful for such good friends. Thank you all
from the bottom of my heart.
Priscilla Brobst

Cumberland Fair Booth

We are looking for help with the Men’s Club Food
Booth at the Cumberland Fair Sunday, September
22 through Saturday, September 28. This food
booth is the Men’s Club major fundraiser for the
year, and it takes many volunteers along with Men’s
Club Members to make it happen. We appreciate
any help you can give us. If you would like to volunteer or would like more information on what is
involved in volunteering please contact Norm Smith
at smithnorman325@gmail.com.

NYCC NEEDS YOU!

Until, or I better say, If, a more efficient reorganization of the governance of our church takes place,
we need folks to join a committee or board as we
continue to do the work of the church. If you have
an interest in buildings and maintenance, assisting
with worship services, seeing that we continue
helping those folks outside our doors who need our
help, making sure that our young folks are getting
what we have to help them along on their faith journey there is a place for you! You get my drift. So
much of what defines us as a church happens behind the scenes and that is where we need folks to
step up and serve.

IF you have questions, you can chat it up with Pastor Nancy, Cindy Thomson, Annie Graham, or
Jeanne Chadbourne. ( NOMINATING COMMITTEE) If they can’t answer your questions, I would
wager that they could put you on to someone who
could. Please give this some prayerful thought and
let’s see what happens!
Optimistically,
Jeanne Chadbourne
Vice moderator/ chair Nominating committee

Stewardship
Anyone interested in joining the pastor to help plan
our annual stewardship time in November, please
talk to me. Pastor Nancy

Save the date!

All church potluck lunch on Sunday October 6th at
11 am. Bring a dish to share as we gather together
to catch up and renew our friendships! SHHH! (It’s
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Summer Yard Sale

I was asked to work this event which I had never done before and was stunned by what happens
when that door opens. I had a hard time getting through the crowd that had gathered way before
opening time and was more than busy when the customers were checking out. I’ll tell you, Gary Davis
has this event down pat. A tremendous amount of work is done leading up to, during and especially
after the closing time. Gary had some excellent help in all phases and when all is said and done, IT
WAS A HUGE SUCCESS ! The sale took in $2181.00 and most of that came in in the first 2 hours. It
was crazy, but a lot of fun, too.
One of the pleasantly surprising pieces was the generosity of many of the customers. Many times if
they had change coming they didn’t accept it and said “give it to the church". Thank-you Gary and his
crew for a job so well done.
Jeanne

Missions

The Missions board is gearing up again after a short summer break and our next meeting will be held
on Monday, September 16th at 5:30 p.m. Over the summer, we assembled 30 bags of hygiene/
toiletry items for the Portland Teen Shelter, which Anne Graham handed out while volunteering. She
also mentioned any clothing items for their teen closet would be greatly appreciated and can be given
to her directly or brought to the office. We also made a $500 donation to the City of Portland to aid
the asylum seekers with their needs of food, shelter, clothing, etc. while in transition.
Last week, the congregation generously donated many bags of school supplies and money to buy extra items for the children in our sister community in Machias. Missions also contributed towards the
purchase of backpacks. A huge thank you goes out to Mark and Becca Falbo for personally delivering
everything for the start of their school year.
Sue Berube

Collection of school supplies for the
Centre Street Congregational Church in Machias
—thank you all!

Road trip by Becca and Mark Falbo (thank you)
this Saturday September 30th!
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Save the Date! Chicken Pie Supper on Friday, October 25
Want to volunteer for the Chicken Pie Supper?
Here are some ways you can help:
-Weigh and create dough balls
-Pick chicken
-Peel and slice apples
-Roll pie tops and/or bottoms
-Assemble chicken pies
-Set up the tables
-Count and lay out the serving dishes
-Cut up squash
-Prepare ingredients for dessert
-Decorate the outside of the church
Here’s the schedule so that you can block out your favorite task(s) on your calendar:
Oct. 21, Monday
1:00-2:30 pm
Make dough balls
3:00-4:30 pm

Peel & slice apples

1:00-3:00 pm

Pick chicken

3:00-4:30 pm

Peel & slice apples

Oct. 23, Wednesday

4:00-5:00 pm

Make topping packets for crisp

Oct. 24, Thursday

8:00-10:00 am

Roll pie bottoms

9:00-10:00 am

Peel and cut squash

9:00-11:30 am

Make cole slaw

11:00-2:00 pm

Finish making apple crisp

4:00-6:00 pm

Peel and cut potatoes

10:00-11:30 am

Roll pie tops

12:00-2:00 pm

Assemble Chicken Pies

3:30-6:15 pm

Parking staff directs guest pkg

Oct. 22, Tuesday

Oct. 25, Friday

This popular fund-raiser for our church has earned a strong following, serving many people from surrounding towns. When we put on a successful chicken pie supper, we can give back even more to the
community at large…it’s a win-win event! Please be thinking about how you can help make this a big
success, and look for the sign-up sheets in the Gathering Space during October.
FMI please call Lyn in the office at 829-3644 or email Pam at james2@maine.rr.com.
Thank you in advance, Mark Heath and Pam Ames

Chicken Pie Supper
The Chicken Pie Supper will be held on Friday, October 25. We will run the supper in the
same fashion as last year with two seatings at 4:30 pm and 6:00 pm. We will be selling
tickets prior to the supper.
Here is how this will work:
How will we buy our tickets?
The church will sell tickets on Sunday, October 6, from 1-3 p.m.
People can reserve tickets in 3 ways:
-in person here at the church
-by phone, 829-3644 or 829-4597
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-by email. (nyccchickenpie@gmail.com) NO EMAILS PRIOR TO OCTOBER 6 at 1 p.m.
will
be accepted. We will only accept emails that arrive between 1-3 p.m.

Men’s Club
The Men’s Club will be meeting for
breakfast at Toddy Brook on Saturday, September 21 at 7:00 am.
Open to all men in the community.
For more information contact Norm
Smith at:
smithnorman325@gmail.com

September Birthdays
5
7
9
12
12
13
22
22
25
26
26
28

Linda Whittier
Cindy Libby
Candace Smith
Kate Dransfield
Tracy Dahlgren
Sandra Green
Madelyn Day
Priscilla Brobst
John Black
Ali Dahlgren
Ernie Clark
Susan Doyle

If we’ve missed a birthday
or anniversary, please let us
know, and we will update
the list. Many Blessings.
Thanks.

Anniversaries

Blaine and Karen Barter
9/21/1991
Happy Anniversary!

The Christian Ed Board is busy
planning for our church’s Faith Formation for all ages. As we did last
year, we continue to plan for ways
for all ages to participate in worship.
After the Message for All Ages,
there will always be a small nonmessy activity at the table in the
back of the sanctuary. Janine
Dransfield is recruiting anyone who
would like to help with this so please
see her if you have interest.
Also, if you have something you
would like to study as an adult learner/Christian please let Pastor Nancy
know. The topic of Tuesdays this
fall will be an overview of the New
Testament and we will have some
special sessions on engaging in
grace filled conversation/discussions
with one another. Confirmation
class will be planned for after the
New Year.

Grace Street Ministries
Pastor Nancy continues to walk the
street the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays
each month plus the 5th Sunday
ministering to the homeless. Thank you to everyone who
has donated many items of clothing and socks! We are anticipating
cold weather and will be in need of
warm gloves and winter jackets
(used clean is fine). So if you are
planning to recycle a winter jacket
please keep GSM in mind8

~ September 2019 ~
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
1
2 Labor Day 3
4
5
6
9:30a Worship

Labor Day
10a WF/
Office Closed Tues. Gals

7p AA

Sat
7

2p Yoga (Rec 11:30a Friday
Room)
Lunch

6:30p Zumba
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9

9:30a Worship

2p Yoga (Rec 10a WF/
Room)
Tues. Gals

11a Diaconate

10

6p Trustees
6:30p Zumba

11 Patriot 12
Day

13

2p Yoga (Rec
Room)

14
9a Pet Place
Pantry

7p AA

11a Christian
Education

15

16

17

9:30a Worship

2p Yoga (Rec 10a WF/
Room)
Tues. Gals

18

19

7p AA

11a Retired
Clergy
Luncheon
(Fellowship
Hall)

5:30p Missions
6:30p Zumba

20

21
7a Men's
Club Breakfast

2p Yoga (Rec
Room)

22

23 Fall be- 24

25

9:30a Worship

10a WF/
5:30p CTC
gins
2p Yoga (Rec Tues. Gals 7p AA
Room)
6:30p Zumba

26

27

28

1p Grief Support Grp

2p Yoga (Rec
Room)
5:30p Council

29

30

9:30a Worship

2p Yoga (Rec
Room)
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North Yarmouth Congregational Church
3 Gray Road
North Yarmouth , ME 04097

THE PARISH VOICE deadline for October is September 23rd.
email: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com
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