The Parish Voice
March, 2019
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
3 Gray Road, North Yarmouth, ME 04097
Church Office: 207-829-3644 Email: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com
Church Website: http://nyccucc.com Facebook
Office Hours: M/T/W-7:00-8:30am and Thursday 7:00-3:00pm
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Here’s What’s Happening in March
03/01
03/03
03/06
03/07
03/09
03/10
03/12
03/12
03/16
03/18
03/21
03/25
03/26
03/30
03/31

Friday Lunch—11:30-1:00 pm
Christian Education—11:00 am
Ash Wednesday Potluck and Service
Grief Support Group—1:00 pm
Pet Place Pantry—9:00-10:00 am
Diaconate—11:00 am
Exploring the Bible—1:30 pm
Trustees—6:00 pm
Men’s Club Breakfast—7:00 am
Missions—5:30 pm
Grief Support Group—1:00 pm
April Newsletter Deadline
Exploring the Bible—1:30 pm
Game Night/Pot Luck—5:30 pm
Drama Club

*******************************
Tuesdays: Women’s Fellowship/Tuesday Gals,
10:00 am.
Wednesdays: Lenten Study, 6:00 pm
Wednesdays: Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 pm
Sundays: Children/Youth Choir will rehearse
every Sunday at 9:00 am.

Rev Nancy J White
E-Mail: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com
Phone Number: 207-504-6289
Reverend Nancy’s day off is Monday

Day Light Saving Time begins on
Sunday, March 10th.
Remember to turn your clocks
ahead by one hour on Saturday
night March 9th.

Ash Wednesday Potluck
and Service
Wednesday, March 6
5:30 pm Potluck
6:00 pm Interactive Worship Time

Special Lenten study on prayer
We will be reflecting on parts of a book,
'Breath of the Soul: Reflections on Prayer'
by Joan Chittister. Some of the topics we
will explore are self-knowledge, prayer and
action, discipline and routine, acceptance
among other topics. We will meet Wednesdays from 6 to 6:45 pm in the Fellowship
Hall. All ages are welcome. Starts March
13th thru April 17th.

All Church Game Night!
Altar Flowers
To place flowers in memory of
or
in honor of someone or
“just because.”
March flowers will be taken
care of by
Rosemarie Smith

Saturday, March 30
5:00 pm
Come join the fun!!

Pastor’s Ponderings ~ Why worship God together?

As I write this for the March newsletter, I am also preparing for our March 3rd worship together as we celebrate both Communion and the Transfiguration of Jesus. Our call to worship this Sunday says quite a
lot of what has been on my heart:
Something drew us together this morning
Something we can’t name but which we experience in worship
Some holy mystery we call God
Some sacred calling we hear in the life of Jesus
Some indescribable hope we feel when we gather in the Spirit
May our experience of the Divine transform our doubts and fears
If we love God with all our hearts, minds and souls as Jesus tells us is the greatest commandment, then
worship of God is our natural human response.
Our act of worship is to ascribe to God all glory and honor for God is worthy of our praise. There is a
whole section of the Book of Psalms which is dedicated to praise and worship of God. We praise and
worship God together as the Body of Christ because Jesus promised us that when we are together in
Christ’s name, Jesus is with us. This happens through God’s Spirit, promised to us when Jesus the person left this earth.
When we come together in worship, we come together allowing God’s Spirit to move among us, inform
us and change us. As God’s people, we believe that God’s Spirit works among us, and on Sunday
morning, the Spirit of God ‘swirls’ around us, through us, within us and within each other. As we experience God moving among us during worship, we choose to allow God to change our hearts and minds to
be more like Christ so that we might share the love and ways of Christ in our world.
As part of worship, we pray together, sing together God’s praises, and hear God’s word together allowing the Holy Spirit to move among us and collectively inform us in order to bring us close to the heart of
God so that we might honor and praise God in all that we do and say.
Does this mean we can’t find God and worship God in nature and other places? No – of course we can
feel and see God’s majesty and power throughout all of creation and it is good to pause and reflect, giving God all glory and honor for the indescribable beauty around us.
I am taking a beekeeping class and during the first session the instructor told us that the purpose of beekeeping is not to harvest honey but to care for the bees. Honey is a wonderful bonus if the bees are well
cared for and the natural order of things cooperates but it is not the beekeeper’s goal.
Feeling good as an outcome of worship is not our primary goal. But it is a natural outcome if we come to
love and worship God with open hearts, minds and souls. We also of course find God as we study, enjoy fellowship and work together in Christ’s name but our primary source of God’s Spirit is promised to us
as we worship together.
Worshipping as the Body of Christ, God’s Holy Spirit moves among us and informs our life together. It is
this movement of God’s Spirit among us that helps us grow in our faith individually and understand God’s
vision together for our faith community. Come, be a part of the Spirit’s movement in worship at NYCC.
‘God welcomes all, Strangers and friends! God’s love is strong and it never ends!’ Join us on Sunday
mornings at 9:30 as often as you are able.
Blessings, Pastor Nancy
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Grief Support Group
Starting March 7th, we will meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the
month at 1 pm for tea and conversation. This will be an informal time
together to share how we are doing and whatever is on our hearts as we
support one another in our grief. Depending on the size of the group we
will either meet in my office or the Fellowship Hall. If this sounds like
something for you, I hope you will come. Pastor Nancy
Exploring the Bible - Introducing the Old Testament
Back before Stonehenge or the wheel, back before the pyramids, math,
or even the crudest writing existed, ancient peoples gathered and told
stories. They told stories of how the world began, what the first people
were like, and which of them were heroes or failures. They tried to make
sense of the world around them and tried to sort out who the gods were
and what those gods wanted from them.
More than ten thousand years later, one set of those stories has come
down to us in the form of the Old Testament. It is the story of the Jewish
people and their distinctive God, giving us a glimpse through story,
song, history, and law of the rocky, raucous, faithful, fumbling beginnings of one of the oldest religions on earth.
Perhaps you think you know it. Think again.
This second course in Exploring the Bible: The Dickinson Series will help
you better understand the Old Testament in the context of the world in
which it was written. Join us for this study to come to a new appreciation for this amazing collection of ancient texts and the faith that they
represent.
We will meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month starting March
12th at 1:30pm. There is a book for this class and if you are able to
help with the cost, it is $14 (paying for the book is not required).
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Let's go on a church retret! Pilgrim Lodge has a new offering - Memorial Day weekend
2019. As your pastor, I have been dreaming of an all-church retreat opportunity and here it is! Anyone who wants to attend may do so you make your own arrangements by registering at PL for yourself or your family. Please read below for details. Meals, worship and activities are all planned and we will be able to have some 'NYCC time' together as well. I plan to be there for 2 nights. We will still hold
worship here at NYCC for those who do not go on retreat and we will have a guest preacher. If you are interested in going but the cost is
prohibitive, I believe we have some PL scholarship funds available. Please see me if that is the case.

I know this is a difficult weekend so we will only do this if there is enough interest. PLEASE LET ME KNOW OF YOUR INTEREST BY
THE END OF MARCH.
Pastor Nancy

What is a Homecoming Weekend at Pilgrim Lodge? It is a chance for church families to come on retreat for a weekend with or without their church leaders. Families are invited to come and be a part of a PL weekend where all meals
are prepared for them, worship is planned, the waterfront is open, and there is time for groups from particular
churches to plan, pray, sing, play, or simply hang out together.
The weekends are being planned specifically for those who have never been able to come on a family or church-wide
retreat at Pilgrim Lodge because of the minimum number required, the effort required to cook for everyone, or the
lack of time or training to plan a retreat for their group.
Do you have one family from your church that you think would enjoy coming to Pilgrim Lodge as a family? Would you
like to be a part of helping to plan a Homecoming Weekend? Would you like to come and just be a part of a beautiful early summer or fall weekend at Pilgrim Lodge knowing that meals, play time, waterfront time, and worship will
be prepared for you and those from your church who want to come? No matter how you might want to attend, you
will be welcomed. The registration is handled by Karen at PL, the some person who has been handling registration for
years.
The cost for Homecoming Weekends are $140 for three nights and 8 meals / $95 for two nights and 5 meals. Children (4-11 years) are $70 for three nights and 8 meals/ $47.50 for two nights and 5 meals. Children 3 years and
younger are free. The spring May 24-27 Homecoming Retreat has both two night and three night options (due to holiday traffic for those heading south.)

Register For Camp – Pilgrim
Lodgewww.pilgrimlodge.orgAttending Pilgrim
Lodge for the first time? Welcome! We’re glad
you’re coming! New Camper Registration . Returning to Pilgrim Lodge? Welcome back!
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From the Financial Secretaries Desk
Where did those 3 weeks of January Giving go ??????
For reasons too complicated to explain 3 weeks of January 2018 giving were
not recorded properly, thus the ‘End of Year’ reports you received do not reflect your total church giving. The funds were properly allocated to the Treasurer, ( no funny business ) but are not reflected on your records. Kris and I
have gathered all that information and are making it available to you if you
need or want it. Please contact Jeanne (829-5166 jeannechadbourne@aol.com) and she will send you a note that you can attach to your report.
Sorry for any inconvenience,
Kris Jeanne
Jeanne Chadbourne

From the Board of Trustees
This submission is in advance of our second meeting in February. This second
meeting will be spent discussing all the ‘projects’ on the plate in our church.
Candidly we will say “please don’t add anymore right now”. We hope to define,
prioritize, and make the appropriate steps to accomplish the people’s wishes.
More in the future on this we assure you!
We recognize and understand everyone’s concern and uncomfortable situation
at Annual Meeting. We are pleased that the revised outcome is positive, but
know full well that work needs to be done to the process. Many in our church
see and recognize this, and all know it is not a sole thing for any board, committee, or officer to be responsible, but rather that it is our responsibility as a
group to make things right. None of us want a repeat next year and that
doesn’t have to happen.
Very respectfully submitted,
Chris Dahlgren, Chairman of Trustees.
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CHICKEN PIE SALE….
How did we do it? Thirty-five faithful volunteers showed up during the week to help with the process of making 340 Chicken Pies and 125 pints of Gravy, all for the benefit of the church.

Mark and Pam want to express sincere thanks to all of you who were involved, especially to
our core volunteers, the dedicated members and friends of this church. We were very
pleased to have new volunteers join us, too!
Under Mark’s knowledgeable leadership and guidance, the teams had fun as well as a
sense of accomplishment at the end of each day. (He even gave us Wednesday off!) We
have applied our learnings from prior years to improve the chicken pie-making process,
which makes assembling the pies on Friday a little bit easier. What a sense of accomplishment when the 340th pie was completed with ease and a little ahead of time for customers picking up!
Friday’s pick-up process went smoothly, and many happy folks left with big smiles, hands
clutching their chicken pies…pies made with love at NYCC!
A hearty and sincere thank you to all of you who participated in getting the pies and gravy
made, from running to the store to constructing boxes to rolling dough!
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Ash Wednesday Gathering - for everyone!
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of lent and it is on March 6th this
year. Please plan to bring a dish to share at 5:30pm on Wednesday March 6 and
stay for an interactive worship time from 6 to 6:45 pm. We will be making nail
crosses and considering what Jesus meant when he said, "take up your cross and
follow me". We will prepare the sanctuary for the six weeks of lent by changing the
paraments to purple (cloths on pulpit and communion table). We will also make
ashes from last year's palm branches and then receive ashes as we close our worship time together. Please plan to be there for this wonderful family/intergenerational time together!
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March Birthdays
3

Jessica Heath

6

Adam McCorison

12
15
16
17
22
23
24

Martha McConnell
Mya Grace King
Thaddeus Day
Sarah Balvin, Marin Heath
Samuel Dudek
Holly Day
Alexa Perkins
Matthew Davis
Clark Whittier

Anniversaries

Gary and Leah Davis
3/5/1983
Jon and Terri Bickford
3/22/1971
Bill and Cindy Tompson
3/25/1980
Happy Anniversary!

One Great Hour of Sharing—This offering is received on the Fourth Sunday of Lent (March 31).
OGHOS supports partners in countries with ministries
that fund health, education and agricultural development, emergency relief, refugee ministries and both
international and domestic disaster response. It is
administered by Wider Church Ministries, Global Sharing of Resources. Thank you for your support.

Men’s Club Breakfast
Men’s Club is held on the 3rd Saturday of the month.
We will meet on March 16th at Toddy Brook @ 7:00
AM open to all men in the community.
FMI: Norm Smith at smithnorman325@gmail.com
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FROM THE MODERATOR
I am pleased to be asked to serve as church moderator for the next year. I
would like to share some information relating to the church’s organization.
Here is a brief overview which does not in any way encompass all duties and
responsibilities of each of the following committees:
Diaconate is responsible for the spiritual life of the church and assisting the
minister in those endeavors. The chair has not yet been chosen for this calendar year.
Trustees are responsible for overseeing the building and grounds of the
church and making repairs to the physical plant or grounds when deemed
necessary. They also are responsible for stewardship and preparation of the
church’s yearly budget. The chair is Cathy Bunton.
Missions is responsible for the local missions of the church, as well as the
wider or more global missions of the church, and also for promoting awareness of social justice issues. The chair is Tracy Dahlgren.
Christian Education is responsible for the Christian education of the
church’s members, both adult and children, and providing opportunities for
strengthening of family life and the nurture of faith in all church members.
The chair is Shelby Dickinson.
Pastoral Relations: The goal and responsibility of this committee is promoting professional growth and well-being of the pastor and the promotion of
mutual ministry between the pastor and the congregation. The chair has not
yet been chosen for this calendar year.
Nominating is responsible for filling vacancies of the church officers and
boards and committees with an eye to finding suitable and interested individuals to fill those vacancies. The chair is Jeanne Chadbourne.
If you have any questions or if you find that there is something you would like
to speak with me about, please call me at 207-653-1966(c) or 207-829-5940
(h).
Marsha Heath
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MARCH 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2
2pm David Myers,

March Altar

3

Lecture Recital

Flowers by

11:30-12:30 pm

Rosemarie Smith

Friday Lunch

5

6

9am Youth Choir

10:00 am

5:30 pm Ash Wed.

9:30 Worship

WF/Tuesday Gals

Pot Luck & Ser-

11-Christian Ed

4

2pm Yoga

vice

7

8

Corthell Hall USM
Gorham

9
Turn Clocks
Ahead one hour

1pm

2pm Yoga

tonight

Grief Support

9:00-10:00 am
Pet Place Pantry

6:30 pm Zumba

7:00 pm AA

Group

12

13

14

10:00 am

6 pm Lenten

WF/Tuesday Gals

Study

7pm AA Women
10

11

9am Youth Choir
9:30 am Worship

2pm Yoga

11am Diaconate

1:30 pm Exploring 7 pm

Day Light Saving

the Bible

Time Begins

6pm Trustees

7pm AA Women

6:30 pm Zumba

7:00 pm AA

19

20

10:00 am

6 pm Lenten

WF/Tuesday Gals

17

18

9am Youth Choir
9:30 am Worship

2pm Yoga
5:30 pm

7pm AA Women

Missions

24

25 Newsletter

9am Youth Choir

Deadline

9:30 am Worship
2pm Yoga
7pm AA Women

6:30 pm Zumba

15

16
7:00 a.m.

2pm Yoga

Men’s Club
Breakfast

Choir Rehearsal

21

22

Study

1pm

2pm Yoga

7 pm

Grief Support

Choir Rehearsal

Group

23

7:00 pm AA

26

27

10:00 am

6 pm Lenten

WF/Tuesday Gals

Study

28

29

30

2pm Yoga

5:30 pm

1:30 pm Exploring 7 pm

All Church Game

the Bible

Choir Rehearsal

Night

6:30 pm Zumba

7:00 pm AA

31
9am Youth Choir
9:30am Worship
11 am Drama
Club
7pm AA Women
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Slate of Officer, Boards and Committee Members
January 2019
Officers
Moderator:
2 years
Clerk:
1 year
Financial Secretary:1 yr

Marsha Heath
Kathy Whittier
Jeanne Chadbourne

Asst. Financial Secretary:
1 year
Kris Perkins
Diaconate:

Vice Moderator:1 year
Treasurer:
1 year
Assistant Treasurer:1 yr
Historians:
1 year

Jeanne Chadbourne
George Lambrides
Priscilla Brobst
Priscilla Brobst,
Mark Heath

Trustees:
4 years

Donna Smith

3 years

Cathy Bunton
Chris Dahlgren

3 years

Sandra Golonka
Nathaniel Smith
Kathy Whittier-Chair
Lois Knight
Rob Dransfield
Susan Elliott
Mark Heath

2 years

Bill Tompson
Norm Smith
Paul Beggs
Gary Davis

2 years
1 year

Missions:
3 years
2 years
1 year

Pastor-Parish Relations:
3 years
2 years
1 year

Jeanne Chadbourne
Dale King
Tracy Dahlgren-Chair
Sue Berube
Ernie Clark
Sharon Clark

Kathy Whittier
Marsha Heath
Leslie Eastman
Rosemarie Smith
Butch Goff
Judy Maddox

1 year
1st Alt
2nd Alt
Christian Education:
3 years
2 years
1 year

Shelby Dickinson
Gail Strattard
Jess Smith
Rosemarie Smith
Janine Dransfield

Nominating Committee:
Vice Moderator: Jeanne Chadbourne
Anne Graham
Cindy Tompson
Flower Committee:
Leah Davis
Cindy Libby
Rosemarie Smith
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North Yarmouth Congregational Church
3 Gray Road
North Yarmouth , ME 04097

THE PARISH VOICE deadline for April is March 25—email: nycc@maine.rr.com
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