The Parish Voice
June, 2018
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
3 Gray Road, North Yarmouth, ME 04097
Church Office: 207-829-3644
Email: nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com
Church Website: http://nyccucc.com
Office Hours: MTW-7:00-8:30am Th-7:00-3:00pm.
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Here’s What’s Happening in June
06/01
06/03
06/9
06/10
06/12
06/13
06/14
06/16

Friday Lunch—11:30-1:00 pm
Christian Education—11:00 am
Pet Place Pantry—9:00-10:00 am
Diaconate—11:00 am
Missions—5:30 pm
Trustees—6:00 pm
Council—6:00 pm
Men’s Club Breakfast—7:00 am
Toddy Brook
06/23 Strawberry Festival—1:00-3:00 pm

*******************************
Tuesdays:
Women’s Fellowship / Tuesday
Gals— 10 am (unless otherwise noted on the
monthly calendar)
Wednesdays: Choir Rehearsal— 7:00 pm
The Choir will be taking their summer break
after June 17th worship.

Rev. Nancy will be on medical
leave May 31-June 15.

Altar Flowers
To place flowers in memory of or in
honor of someone or
“just because.”
June
will be taken care of by
Cindy Libby

Pastor: Rev. Nancy J White
E-Mail: nyccrevnancy@gmail.com
Phone Number: 207-504-6289
Reverend Nancy’s day off is Monday

Our 24th Annual
Strawberry Festival
Will be held Saturday, June 23rd from
1:00—3:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall
We need help with:
Greeting, bussing tables, prep work for
strawberries, kitchen help, etc. All are
welcome to participate, young, “older”,
men, women and youth!!
Anyone who can help with the festival please
contact Leah Davis at 829-6266 or
mamad115@hotmail.com

************************
Church Office Summer Hours
Beginning on June 25-August 24. the
office hours will be changing to:
Monday 6:30-8:30 am
Tuesday 6:30-8:30 am & 12:15 -3:30 pm
Wednesday 6:30-8:30 am
Thursday 6:30-8:30am & 12:15-3:30 pm
************************
July/August Newsletter
The deadline for articles for the July/
August newsletter is June 25. Send your
articles to nyarmouthccucc@gmail.com

Ponderings from the Pastor
On March 16th we all met together and presented and discussed our hopes and dreams for ministries at NYCC. It was an amazing evening and all groups and some individuals shared what God
has put on their hearts. Already, we are living into some of these dreams.
On May 6th, the Diaconate decided to hold our regular Sunday worship service at 2pm instead of
9:30am. We did this to help some attend who otherwise cannot easily make an early morning worship time. All of our homebound members were contacted and even though all could not attend,
they felt a real connection with their church family and appreciated very much the effort being
made to include them. And we had some surprising things happen. Several said that the worship
service was very special on a number of different levels. Because we were in the afternoon, David
invited several of his friends (including Jesse) to sing with the choir. Our choir sang ‘Total Praise’
that afternoon and it was amazing to hear and a wonderful experience for our little choir as well –
the joyful sound that came from the choir loft that afternoon was fantastic! We also had the children present baskets they had made with Lois Knight’s help (and Janine of course) for some of our
members who are homebound – all were blessed by this act of ministry/outreach from our youth.
Attendance that afternoon was comparable to a morning worship time and the Diaconate is pleased
how well it went. Plans are to do this 2-3 times per year.
The Christian Education Board is exploring doing faith formation for our children in a different way.
They are looking at a concept called ‘Messy Church’ which has been successfully used for many
years in other places and would meet at some other time than Sunday morning (say a Saturday afternoon for example) and probably be offered once a month to our church family and the community as an intergenerational learning time with activities, crafts, games and a simple meal with appropriate fanfare and advertising. Be watching for this coming in the fall!
We continue to serve as volunteers at the Preble Street Kitchen every couple of months. Next time
will be in September! Please sign up to be a volunteer at Preble Street on their website – youth 15
and older may go without an adult, youth 13-14 may volunteer with an adult. You of course may
volunteer anytime but the next time that NYCC will go as a group will be in September - date TBD.
Tuesday Gals and the Diaconate are dreaming that NYCC will explore becoming an Open and Affirming church. We are in the process of forming a core team to plan how we do this. This is a
very thoughtful and well planned discussion that generally takes a couple of years. All in the
church will be asked to participate in the study and discussion and ALL thoughts and opinions will
be shared and heard with love and respect. More coming on this in the fall as the plan to proceed
is mapped out.
In addition to investigating a generator for the church, the Trustees are actively pursuing what it
might look like to have the choir loft and pulpit of the sanctuary be accessible to people of all abilities. Already 2 information sessions have been held after worship to help everyone understand the
vision on this. In response to feedback from the congregation, Church Council has approved a
$1,000 expenditure for an architectural rendition of the proposed ramp so that will be the next
step. The Trustees and Council want to ensure everyone that all will be involved in this discussion/
plan and that final approval lies with the congregation.
I have ankle surgery on May 31st and will be out for 2 Sundays and non-weight bearing for 6 weeks
- then I get a boot! This surgery hopefully will alleviate the chronic pain that I have from arthritis.
These two Sundays are already covered and the Diaconate will be providing emergency pastoral
care with backup from Rev Diane Bennekamper and Rev Judith Blanchard from the Cumberland
2
church.

Touch in Church
What is all this touching in church?
It used to be a person could come to church and sit in a pew
and not be bothered by all this friendliness and
certainly not by touching.
I used to come to church and leave untouched.
Now I have to be nervous about what’s expected of me.
I have to worry about responding to the person sitting next to me.
Oh, I wish it could be the way it used to be;
I could just ask the person sitting next to me: How are you?
And the person could answer: Oh, just fine,
And we’d both go home… strangers who have known each other
for twenty years.
But now the minister asks us to look at each other.
I’m worried about that hurt look I saw in that woman’s eyes.
Now I’m concerned, because when the minister asks us to pass the peace,
The man next to me held my hand so tightly I wondered if he had been
touched in years.
Now I’m upset because the lady next to me cried and then apologized
And said it was because I was so kind and that she needed
A friend right now.
Now I have to get involved.
Now I have to suffer when the community suffers.
Now I have to be more than a person coming to observe a service.
That man last week told me I’d never know how much I’d touched his life.
All I did was smile and tell him I understood what it was to be lonely.
Lord, I’m not big enough to touch and be touched!
The stretching scares me.
What if I disappoint somebody?
What if I’m too pushy?
What if I cling too much?
What if somebody ignores me?
“Pass the peace.”
“The peace of God be with you.” “And with you.”
And mean it.
Lord, I can’t resist meaning it!
I’m touched by it, I’m enveloped by it!
I find I do care about that person next to me!
I find I am involved!
And I’m scared.
O Lord, be here beside me.
You touch me, Lord, so that I can touch and be touched!
So that I can care and be cared for!
So that I can share my life with all those others that
belong to you!
All this touching in church—Lord, it’s changing me!
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~by Ann Weems~

Oh My! Words are not enough!
What can we say to thank Janine
Dransfield for 16 years of service
to our children including as Church
School Director?
16 years of helping planning, 16
years of recruiting teachers, 16
years of teaching, 16 years of arts
and crafts and activities, 16 years
of pageants, 16 years of youth
Sundays – wow, that’s a lot! Janine, you are good and faithful
servant – well done and thank you
SO much!
On Youth /Pentecost Sunday May 20, 2018 we joyfully
acknowledged Janine’s many years of faithful service (and her
constant helper Rob too!) If you have not already done so,
please take a moment to offer Janine your thanks and appreciation.

A huge THANK
YOU!
to
Marcia Woodward
For our STUNNING
new pentecost
paraments
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From Church Council / Moderator
Our meeting on May 17th had all hands on deck, which really is such a good thing because
all groups are being represented and the discussions are so inclusive. Rev. Nancy was unable to attend because she was taking care of herself and a cold. Treasurer George had a
prior commitment, but left all the reports for our perusal. We picked out the pieces we
needed for any discussions and know that we can get back to George for more explanation
if needed. Financially NYCC is in a stable financial position. Please remember that the summer months can get a little scanty for income, but the bills don’t seem to take a break!
Chris D. chair of Trustees, brought us up to date on the generator saying that background
and data collection are taking place. The handicap ramp for the Sanctuary was also discussed. Chris has asked for $1,000.00 to pay for an architectural drawing. This was not on
the new budget so it needed Council approval and was granted approval by a majority of
the members. I need to point out that not everyone is on the same page with this project,
and encouraged the council to move carefully and with lots of consideration for all members. It will take time and an abundance of information to do this right. Finances are also a
major consideration for both of these projects. Obviously, some out of the box thinking will
need to take place. Remember we have done this before!
Missions has asked that if any money is sent out from the church to “mission type work”,
but hasn’t gone through the church financial books that the committee be informed of the
amount and where it went. Only then can NYCC be given a complete accounting of our outreach. This is one of the church’s stronger points and we want to celebrate this. This may
be as simple as Friday Lunch letting Missions know how much was donated and what nonprofit received it. ie. The church in Machias, Grace Street Ministries, etc.
I was asked by some Friday Lunch workers if it would be ok to serve from 11:30 TO 12:30
(cutting back ½ hour ) Their rational was that there wasn’t much new business after 12:30
and they could get started on the clean-up. I agreed with them 100%, but knew it wasn’t
my call and thought the Council could/should weigh in. They were totally in agreement with
this arrangement with 2 caveats: 1) Keep the next lunch as is and 2) Put plenty of signage
out and about and just talk to the guests about the change. This Friday Lunch work crew is
pretty amazing. They work like a well oiled machine and are functioning like this because of
the past leadership of Pam and Kristi. They just do their jobs, but needed a bit of guidance
on the change situation. They are to be commended. THANK YOU!
Ann Graham has resigned from the Diaconate so the Deacons are looking to fill a seat on
that Board.
It’s never too early to be thinking of some fun activity for our church to do at North Yarmouth Fun Day in September! Having said that, let’s do summer first!
Respectfully, Jeanne Chadbourne, Moderator
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Missions
The Missions Board would like to thank everyone who contributed so generously on
Blanket Sunday – we raised around $300! Warm blankets for those in need of warmth
and comfort. Thanks also to everyone who participated in our Missions Survey and who
attended our presentation in April. For those of you who didn’t have a chance to look at
the posters on display that day, we will be ‘featuring’ one each Sunday on an easel in the
Gathering Space area. Each poster gives information about one or more of the causes
that this church has been making contributions to. This month we are developing a
framework of giving based on the results of our survey. Folks made suggestions also
about some new causes to support and we are in the process of researching those. In
the meantime, we are making a donation to an organization called ‘Saving Smiles’. They
provide cleft-palate surgery for children who don’t have access to this kind of care.
Leslie Eastman

Christian Education
Hello from Christian Ed. We hope that everyone enjoyed seeing the May baskets that the
kids and some adults made. We hope that they brightened the day of all who received
them. A big thank you to Lois Knight and Ellen Gagnon for taking the time to help with
this project. The children and young adults have learned some great lessons on how to
give back to their community.
Well, we have come to the end of another year at Sunday school. We started this years
lessons with scripture from Mark 10: 13-16, where we learned that every person is someone of worth in God’s eyes- and that we all need to share our special gifts- no matter
how small we think they may be- to do God’s work. I have tried to reinforce this lesson
throughout the year.
I was very surprised on Children’s Sunday to be presented with beautiful special gifts
from the congregation in recognition of my time in CE. This left me speechless! Now,
having had time to gather my thoughts, I’d like to say thank you all. Your gifts are so appreciated! There were many helping hands along the way- especially Rev Nancy, Terri
Bickford and Gail Strattard. Their constant support and input helped to keep the program
going. We have a great group of kids in our church. I hope we’ve impacted their spiritual
lives in a positive way- and continue to do so.
We need to look at what our CE program will look like going forward. Who will take
charge?? Do we continue with events such as pumpkin carving/pot luck and game night?
What sort of curriculum do we follow? How do we make the program appealing so that
more folks are compelled to get involved? A lot to think about.
Peace, Janine Dransfield
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New Member Sunday
Any one wishing to become a
member of NYCC please speak/
meet with Pastor Nancy.
We will have a new member Sunday sometime in the
next couple of months.

Anniversaries

Jeremy Vermilyea and Shelby Dickenson
June 17, 2017
Clark and Kathy Whittier
6-18-1967
Arthur and Marcia Woodward
6-26-1971
Mark and Cindy Libby
6-23-1973

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
4

Nino Ruiz

5

David Black

11

Jane Lockhart

12

Erin Ruiz

14

Cayden Smith

15

Jordyn McConnell

16

Dave Perkins

Mark and Marsha Heath
6-29-1981
Happy Anniversary!

Happy Birthday!

If we’ve missed a birthday,
please let us know, and we will update the list.

SUMMER SOCKS NEEDED!
Summer is a time for white crew socks (both for
men and women) and colorful fun socks for women. The short little socks that just come to your
ankles are great. When I walk with Grace Street
Ministry in Portland, I generally give out 2-4 dozen
socks per day - so I need a continual supply year
round. Please consider this in your giving. There
is a basket in the gathering space for your gifts. I
will be walking again after my recovery from my
ankle surgery at the end of August, so new socks
would be great!
Thanks! Pastor Nancy

Men’s Club
The Men’s Club will be meeting for
breakfast at Toddy Brook on Saturday, June 16th at 7:00 a.m. Open to
all men of the community.
For info contact Norman Smith 8295892 or smithnorman325@gmail.com
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Men’s Club Meeting Minutes
Breakfast at Toddy Brook Café with approximately 14 members attending.
One prominent member missed by everyone attending was our beloved member, Mr. Dick
Brobst due to his unexpected passing the previous Saturday.
It was quite a lively meeting, mostly reminiscing about quite the man that Dick Brobst
was, serving every way he could in the whole community: Fire and Rescue, Men’s Club, the
Church, Veteran’s organizations and the like.
Dick was a man generously involved in any and all aspects of volunteering for the good of
all man kind.
Words can’t begin to express the sadness of Dick’s passing and how much he is and will be
missed by all. Especially his loving wife Priscilla, children, grandchildren and extended family.
Ideas were expressed about what we could do to honor and remember Dick.
We discussed maybe a picture, and or a plaque at the booth at the fair and in the memorial garden at church. I
It was Comforting to listen and take part in the stories shared about Dick.
The Men’s Club meeting was dedicated to Dick.
Everyone was happy to hear about Dick’s most recent trip to Washington D.C. on behalf of
the Honor Guard and how much Dick deserved and enjoyed the honor of this trip.
The meeting ended on a note about how much everyone misses and loves Dick
Brobst. R.I.P.
Jon Bickford

Thank You!
I am deeply grateful, as are all members of the family, for all the kindnesses that you all
have shown us during this time of grief. Your cards, phone calls, offers of assistance, hugs,
and kind words are so appreciated. The overwhelming support we have received does not
change anything, but it does make it easier to bear.
A special thank you to the Women’s Fellowship/Tuesday Gals for providing such a delicious
display of food for the reception. God bless you all.
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Priscilla Brobst and Family

Strawberry Festival News

The 24th Annual Strawberry Festival will be held on Saturday, June
23rd from 1-3 pm in the fellowship hall. This event was the vision of
Rosalyn Baston and Priscilla Brobst and has been consistently held
each year since 1993 (minus one year when the strawberry crop was
“rained out”).
I am seeking help for the following duties:
Greeters
Set Up Friday evening, June 22nd
Prep of berries on Friday evening and Saturday during the event
Coffee/Punch table
Extra help for assisting at some of the tables
Bussing tables during the event
Clean up after the event
If you can help or have questions concerning the time commitment,
please give me a call at 829-6266 or email me at
mamad115@hotmail.com
Thank you,
Leah Davis

Request From The Pet Place Pantry
The Pet Place Pantry is in need of dry cat, dry dog food and
kitty litter. With so much need the shelves are running dry. If you could help with any of these items it
would be greatly appreciated. Thank you
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Strawberry Festival
Saturday, June 23rd
1:00– 3:00 PM
North Yarmouth Congregational
Church
Fellowship Hall
COME AND ENJOY
Strawberry Shortcake w/ Homemade Biscuits
Strawberries for Dipping
Strawberry Jam
Strawberry-Rhubarb Punch
Fresh, Homemade, Strawberry and
Strawberry-Rhubarb Pies
Strawberry Sundaes
Fresh Quarts of Strawberries
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JUNE 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Rev. Nancy off
from May 31-June

Fri
1

15.

Sat
2

11:30-1:00 p.m.
June Altar
Flowers by

Friday Lunch

Cindy Libby

3
9:30 Worship

4

5

6

7

8

10:00 a.m.
Women’s Fellowship/

7:00 pm

Tuesday Gals

Choir Rehearsal

11-CE

9
9:00-10:00 a.m.
Pet Place Pantry

7:00 am AA
6:30 pm Zumba

10

11

12

13

14

15

9:30 Worship

11-Diaconate

10:00 a.m.

7:00 pm

6:00 pm

Women’s Fellowship/

Choir Rehearsal

Council

16
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Club Breakfast– Toddy Brook

Tuesday Gals

6:00 pm
5:30 pm Missions
6:30 pm Zumba

17 Father’s Day

18

19

Trustees
7:00 am AA
20

21

22

23

10:00 am
Women’s Fellowship/

9:30 Worship

Tuesday Gals

1:00-3:00 p.m.
Strawberry
Festival

6:30 pm Zumba

24
9:30 Worship

25
July/August

26

7:00 am AA
27

28

29

30

10:00 a.m.

Newsletter

Women’s Fellowship/

Deadline

Tuesday Gals

6:30 pm Zumba

11
7:00 am AA

North Yarmouth Congregational Church
3 Gray Road
North Yarmouth , ME 04097

THE PARISH VOICE deadline for July/August is June 25—email: nycc@maine.rr.com

24th Annual Strawberry Festival
Saturday, June 23rd
1:00-3:00 pm
See you there!
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