
   

 

 

 
 September, 2017 

Here’s What’s Happening in September 

 
9/01 Friday Lunch, 11:30 am 

9/03 Christian Education—11:00 am 

9/04 Labor Day—Office Closed 

9/09 Pet Place Pantry,9:00-10:00 am 

9/10 Trustees, 11:00 am 

9/10 Diaconate—11:00 am 

9/12 The movie ‘The Shack’-2:30pm 

9/16 Men’s Club Breakfast—7:00 am 

9/16 North Yarmouth Fun Day 

9/17 Congregational Meeting 

9/25 Deadline for October Newsletter 

******************************* 
Tuesdays: Women’s Fellowship/Tuesday 

Gals, 10:00 am unless otherwise noted on the 

monthly calendar. 

 

Wednesdays:  Choir Rehearsals begin Septem-

ber 13th at 7:00 pm. 

 

 

Chicken Pie Supper 

The CPS has been scheduled for Fri-
day, October 27th.  See page 4 for 

more information. 
 

The Parish Voice 

 

First Congregational Church United Church of Christ 

3 Gray Road, North Yarmouth, ME  04097 

Church Office:  207-829-3644           Email: nycc@maine.rr.com 

Church Website: http://nyccucc.com 

Office Hours:  M-T-W– 7:00-8:30 a.m.  Thursday 7:00-3:00 pm. 

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.  

Pastor: Rev. Nancy J White  

E-Mail: NJWhite2007@hotmail.com 

Phone Number: 207-504-6289 

 

Pastor Nancy’s day off is Monday 

 

The Cumberland Fair 

Cumberland Fair Booth: The Men's Club 
needs help working on the Fair Food Booth 

Sept. 24 - 30. First shift 8 - 11, second 11 - 
4, and night 4 - 8. We can work with you if 

your schedule requires. Please contact Nor-
man Smith smithnorman325@gmail.com or 

829-5802 
 

 
From you Choir Director 

Just a friendly note from your director that 
choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, 

September 13th at 7:00pm.  We are looking 
for some enthusiastic new singers to lend 

their voices to the group this year—if you 

love to sing, we would love to have you!  
Anyone who is interested in singing is wel-

come to sit in on one of our Wednesday 
evening rehearsals to see just how much fun 

we are having.  Please direct any questions 
to davidmyers.jr@gmail.com.  We look for-

ward to making a joyful noise with you all 
again soon! 

Altar Flowers 

 

To place flowers in memory of or in 

honor of someone or  

“just because.”   

September flowers will be taken 

care of by 

Rosemarie Smith 

The office hours will return to Monday-

Tuesday-Wednesday 7:00-8:30 am and 
Thursday 7:00 am—3:00 pm on   

September 5. 

mailto:smithnorman325@gmail.com
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Pastor’s Ponderings 

Ponderings from the Pastor – September 2017 

The summer always goes by too quickly… but the weather is still warm and the days are still 
longer than January. And so we enter into a new program year for our church with lots of en-

thusiasm and momentum.   
 
Home Coming Day is scheduled for Sunday October 1st and as we finalize plans for that, you 

will hear more about it.  Sunday School will start on October 8th.  Choir starts back up then as 
well.  And this fall in addition to a Tuesday afternoon Bible Study, we will have 2 new after 

church groups starting in October.  Youth Group for  grades 8 thru 12 will meet on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays on the month from 11am to 1pm - joining me to lead this effort will be my god-
daughter Shelby Dickinson and her husband Jeremy Vermilyea – they are both mid-20s and 

will bring fresh youthful energy to what will hopefully be a faith-filled year of fun and activities 
as well as some mission projects.  ( I know many of you have already met them  - see below 

for more info - bios introducing Shelby and Jeremy) 
 
Also in October we are introducing a music, drama club for all ages and open to our wider 

community.  I will be helping Sandra Golonka as she leads this new adventure.  (and I know 
she will be looking for any others to help too!) Please join us on the 2nd and 4th Sundays from 

11-1. 
 

Adult study this fall will be based on the book/movie The Shack.  We will meet on Tuesdays at 
2:30 pm.  (see blurb later on for details.) 
 

I met with the Living Well in North Yarmouth committee and they are enthusiastic about all 
events open to the community here at church.  On Tuesdays we will be hosting a ‘Coffee time’ 

for a couple of hours.  Priscilla Brobst is taking the lead on this and is recruiting volunteer 
‘hosts’ to provide light refreshments. While, there is not a huge demand for it presently, the 
committee also is looking for volunteers to be on call for potential transportation needs for NY 

residents.  Please contact Ginny VanDyke if you are willing to be on this list. 
 

So much is happening and we as a faith community are involved in numerous ways.  I thank 
God for all of you and your willingness to learn about the ways of Jesus and how we can put 
our faith into action! 

 
Blessings, Pastor Nancy 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Study of The Shack ~ 6 weeks 
 
Tuesdays at 2:30 pm 

 
September 12th Show movie ‘The Shack’ 

 
September 19 and 26 – no meeting – Nancy Grace Street Ministry 
 

October 3 and 10 meet at 2:30 pm 
 

October 17 and 24 – no meeting – Nancy Grace Street Ministry 
 
Oct 31st,  Nov 7 and 14 meet at 2:30 pm 
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Joining Pastor Nancy to lead twice monthly youth group - New Youth Leaders – Shel-

by Dickinson (Pastor Nancy’s goddaughter) and husband Jeremy Vermilyea! 
 

From the time she was young, Shelby led campers at Chal-
lengers Camp in Wilmot New Hampshire and volunteered fre-

quently in her hometown. While attending Champlain College, 
she rose to be a track lead in student leadership as a Peer Ad-

visor, while simultaneously volunteering in assisted living, as-
sisted arts with VSA Vermont, and in the Burlington Schools. A 

talented artist, committed community activist, and passionate social work-

er, Shelby spends her days as a hospice social worker and her evenings crafting, 
kayaking, and cooking up a storm! 

 
 

 
 

 
From teaching in Swords, Ireland, to facilitating outdoor adven-

ture groups in the mountains of Vermont, Jeremy knows that 
the teenage brain is anything but gray matter. Graduating from 

the University of Vermont with a degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling, he 
worked as a Youth Addictions Counselor in Montpelier, VT, challenging young sub-

stance users to overcome dependence and stigma by connecting with 
their community. He seeks to blend his passions for youth advocacy, 

social justice, and substance use prevention to help young people 

express themselves and make lasting change in their environment. He 
enjoys playing blues guitar, kayaking, and fishing. 

Diaconate News 
 
WHAT ARE THOSE WHITE DEACON’S FUND ENVELOPES? 

 
On most Communion Sundays, white envelopes with “Deacon’s Fund” labels appear in 

the bulletins. It has been some time since these were explained. 
 

The Deacon’s Fund is maintained by the Diaconate as money separate from the regu-

lar budget or even Missions giving to confidentially help folks in the community. The 
requests are taken by Lyn or Nancy, approved and screened by Nancy, then brought 

to the deacons for discussion. Almost all requests are granted. This is not the same as 
Missions giving – it is for emergency needs for folks in the community and surround-

ing area, not usually but sometimes members or friends of the church. We have sup-
plied assistance for fuel oil, emergency housing needs, gas for cars, food, and some-

times clothing. Because of the confidentiality issues, the actual expenditures are not 
reported, only totals into and out of the fund. 

 
When you make your donation to the fund, know that it will be used locally to help 

neighbors at a difficult time. Thank you for your assistance. 
 

The Deacons 
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Save the Date! Chicken Pie Supper on Friday, Oct. 27 
  

To all you wonderful, enthusiastic volunteers out there,  
  

Please mark your calendars right now and block out these dates:  
Oct. 23, Monday, 1-2 pm: Make dough balls 
Oct. 24, Tuesday, 1-3 pm: Pick chicken 
Oct. 26, Thursday, 9-11 am: Roll pie bottoms 
Oct. 27 Friday, 10:30-noon and 12:30-2:30 pm: Roll pie tops & assemble Chicken 

Pies!   
If working in the kitchen isn’t your thing, we also need a few people who can do tasks of 

shorter duration; for example, set up the tables, cut up squash, peel and slice apples, mix 
topping and assemble apple crisp, etc. 
  

This event is a significant fund-raiser for our church, and it has earned a strong following, 

serving many people from surrounding towns. When we put on a successful chicken pie 
supper, we can give back even more to the community at large…it’s a win-win event! 
  

Please be thinking about how you can help; we have many types of volunteer activities, 

i.e. something for everyone. To express an interest in helping make this a big success, call 
Lyn in the office at 829-3644, or email Pam at james2@maine.rr.com. 
  

Thank you in advance, 
~Mark Heath and Pam Ames 

Christian Education 
 
Welcome back everyone. I hope you are ready for a school year full of fun activi-
ties.  Because so many folks are involved in the fairs, Homecoming Sunday will be 

held on October 1st this year.  This is also communion Sunday, and the kids will 
stay in worship- as they will every 1st Sunday to participate in the service.  Sunday 

school will start the following Sunday-  October 8th. 

We will be following a new curriculum this year.  The lessons will coincide with the 
readings from the Deep Blue Bible which the children use downstairs. 

We would like to divide the children into small groups to be able to give them les-
sons appropriate for their age.  We are looking for volunteers to help with these 

lessons.  No need to sign up for the year- just one Sunday at a time.  I think it’s 
important that the children see different faces downstairs from time to time- it 

helps to keep things more interesting- and, you’ll get to know these great young 
people better.  You can’t lose!  I’m happy to talk to anyone and go through the 

lessons if need be.  Let me know. 

We will be helping out the Grace Street Ministry again this year for our Sunday 

school mission project.  We discovered last year just how great the need is and we 
will plan, with the children, ways to raise money for supplies. 

Coming in October….Pumpkin Carving and Pot Luck Supper!!!  Date TBA 

 Peace, Janine Dransfield 
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Activities, 

games, food, 

fieldtrips 

along with 

spiritual/

faith explo-

ration  

in a fun, safe environment. 

 

All youth ages 8th grade through 12th 

grade are welcome! 
 
North Yarmouth Congregational Church,3 

Gray Rd 

October 2017 through May 2018   

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month from 

11:00 am to 1:00 pm.   
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Summer Coffee Hour  without the coffee!   

I will never win the” coffee hour hostess with the mostess award” for sure. 

Thanks to those who did not appreciate the caffeine free menu but didn’t say 

anything.  No one made too much of it. I only had one early Sunday morning 

phone call asking if there was coffee on that Sunday!  

 Seriously, doing coffee this summer has been so easy and not very time 

consuming. I often had the  place cleaned up and was walking out the door 

with folks still chatting it up in Fellowship Hall. If I had more than 1 knife and 

2 small pitchers to wash on most Sundays someone had dirtied something 

and left it for me to clean. 

Believe me the clean-up is the major stumbling block in presenting the coffee 

hour. Just making coffee adds to the clean-up big time. Sticky, crumbly, 

homemade treats are also problematic for clean-up. I admit the treats this 

summer were pretty dull……..the kids liked them!  They also required little 

preparation.  I mean how difficult is serving up a basket of Cheez-its ?   

I hope those who want to see the coffee hour continue will please sign up with 

Susan E, or Pat F. and please know that I will help get you started if you are 

unsure what or how to do it. I will not help with the clean up  !!!!!!!! This plan 

will start with the first Sunday in September. And feel free to do as you 

please, or what works for you. 

I was given a real bonus this summer with church services held in the Hall. I 

do not like to miss parts of the service if I can help it, and I didn’t . 

My major concern with this sign-up approach is that no one will, and Susan or 

Pat will feel obligated to serve coffee. This would be unfortunate, because I 

believe that if they do that, that they will be doing it forever. So please take a 

Sunday or two and keep coffee hour going……..if that is what everyone wants. 

There are those who feel it is an important piece of the church’s ministry. 

Respectfully, 

Jeanne 
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Missions 

We are pleased to share the news that our church is now contributing to Diaper Projects in the 

greater Portland and Bath-Brunswick areas.  Diaper projects are efforts by community agencies (The 

Opportunity Alliance in Portland and United Way of Midcoast Maine) to get diapers to low-income 

families who are struggling to meet household expenses.  The average infant goes through 10-12 

diapers changes a day.  It can cost $100 a month or more to keep one infant in clean diapers.  

Some families have to choose between diapers and groceries, leaving babies in soiled diapers longer 

than is healthy, to cut costs.  Diapers are not typically available at food pantries; if they have them 

at all, the supply is limited. 

The organizations listed above have developed cost-effective methods of obtaining in bulk, diapers 

in a range of sizes.  They distribute them to families through their local home visiting agencies.  The 

home visitors know the families in need and access the sizes that work for them.  We were able to 

contribute @1,000 to each agency—roughly enough to keep one family with an infant in diapers for 

a year. 

We are also pleased to share that our church is sponsoring a child through Global Min-

istries.  Sheina Jean Louis is a 12 year old girl who lives in Haiti.  The sponsorship is 

through House of Hope which is a community service program in Port-au-Prince. 

The House of Hope provides food, shelter, clothing and education for children.  The 

program serves boys and girls between 5 and 18 who labor as domestic servants.  It 

is a safe place where the children also learn social skills and a professional trade. 

Sheina’s date of birth is 1/28/15.  She is one of three siblings.  She is living in her aunt’s house with 

many difficulties.  We have been encouraged to write to her so that we may learn more about her 

and to tell her about our congregation.  The children speak Creole, so there will be delays getting 

letters to and from as they need to be translated.  Her identification number is #367500371.   

The mailing address is: Foundation Oecumenique Pour la Paix et la Justice (FOP) 

    71 Impasse Eddy 
    Avenue Magloire Ambroise 

    Carrefour-feuilles 
    Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
 

Submitted by: Your Missions Committee 

Living Well in North Yarmouth 
 

Rev. Nancy is interested in having the church participate in programs with the new town committee, 
Living Well in North Yarmouth (LWNY).  She met with a small group to discuss this and mention was 

made of the time in the past when the church was open for a few hours one morning a week where 
anyone interested could come in to play games and socialize.   It seemed like a good idea to try this 
again and see if there was any interest.  The time has not been finalized yet, but we are thinking of 

Tuesdays late morning or early afternoon starting after September 16th. We will have a host/
hostess to greet the guests, make coffee/tea, provide a snack, and be a welcoming presence.  If an-

yone is interested in being a host or hostess, please see Rev. Nancy or me.                                 
                                                                                                                                                

Priscilla Brobst  
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Where:  North Yarmouth 

Congregational Church 

3 Gray Rd 

When:    2nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays 

October through May 

11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Drama/Music/Arts/Crafts 

For all ages (6-106)  

Children under 6 must be ac-

companied by an adult  

Come join the fun!   

For more information 

contact Sandra Golonka 

504-6718 
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From the Moderator 
 
Picture this-------gorgeous  setting with peeks of the ocean, weather to 

die for, sitting on a deck with plants, bird feeders etc., a dinner spread 
that was really, really good, especially Blaine’s baked beans and all the 
other delicious foods…….and we are talking Church Council meeting?! 
Yes. On the 24th of August we met at Rev. Nancy’s home for our end of 
Summer -----get ready for Fall  activities, in the church. Now, hold on to 
your hat because we have some really exciting activities planned that 
should make the fall a busy but exciting time.  
 
I hope other folks write about the activities that they will be spearhead-
ing so that you get the full scope of these events ------- adults and chil-
dren!  
 
On the business end, there was much discussion on the status of the 
Chicken Pie Supper, Licensing the kitchen for food service (which we are 
not at this time). The law says if the church stays under 13 meals a year 
we do not have to be licensed. This will probably be discussed with the 
congregation on Sept 17th, after church, at an official church meeting. 
The main topic for discussion and a vote, will be the possibility of paying  
our pastor for a few extra hours of work a week. This is more involved 

than I am explaining so stay tuned for specific details.  
 
Kristi, Sandra and Jeanne are heading off the fall stewardship drive this 
year. Most of the activities will take place in October, and we have some 
rather interesting plans to share with you. 
 
The church is in a very good place at this time. People feel safe, and free 
to express their thoughts and ideas.  Summer attendance has remained 
steady and without the usual dip. Leaders are excited about some of the 
new programs that are being planned. Watch for our participation on 

North Yarmouth Fun Day, Sept 16th! 
 
Enjoy the rest of our summer, and keep in mind how beautiful our Au-
tumn’s are. 
 
Blessings,  
Jeanne Chadbourne,  moderator  
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We will be collecting a special offering in church for the next two Sundays.  (Please bring in 

a donation to share or send in a check to NYCC earmarked for disaster relief).  NYCC will 

then send in one check.  Thank you. 

Hurricane Harvey      August 26, 2017     Written by Zach Wolgemuth 

Hurricane Harvey made landfall near Corpus Christi, Texas, on Friday, August 25 as a Cate-

gory 4 storm with 130 mile per hour winds. The storm is expected to cause widespread 

flooding and significant damage across southern Texas as the slow moving storm drops 

several feet of water throughout the region. UCC Disaster Ministries continues to monitor 

the situation and maintain contact with the South Central Conference and partners as well 

as federal and state agencies. 

By the Numbers: 

-        Category 4 Hurricane at landfall. (first since 2004) 

-        130mph winds 

-        8 Million people within area of impact 

-        Nearly 300,000 without power 

-        40 inches of rain expected in some regions 

UCC Disaster Ministries is already gearing up for our long-term recovery work in the region 

and your contributions for Harvey survivors means providing community support for holistic 

recovery, repairing house and home for families and children and restoring dignity for the 

most vulnerable who have lost everything in the wake of this catastrophic event. 

GIVE generously to support Harvey relief and recovery efforts. Gifts may also be made at 

your local UCC congregation marked for “Hurricane Harvey” with the request they be sent 

through your Conference office or to Wider Church Ministries. Donations may also be sent 

directly to Wider Church Ministries, Financial Services - 6th Floor, 700 Prospect Avenue, 

Cleveland, OH 44115. 

VOLUNTEER sign up to have your name included for future volunteer opportunities. 

PRAY 

ASSEMBLE Cleanup Buckets 

Home Communion 
 
Do you know, or are you, a home bound church member who is interested in receiving 

communion? Earlier this year we visited a number of our church members and shared com-
munion with them. It was a positive experience for all and we plan on offering this on the 

first Sunday in October, January and April.  We are also looking for volunteers to bring com-
munion out to church members homes.  We will provide training and all the needed sup-

plies. Please consider breaking bread and sharing the presence of Christ with those who 

can't make it to church.  Contact Ellen Gagnon at 603-620-9136 if you or some-
one you know would like to receive communion or you would like to volunteer. 
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Men’s Club 
The Men’s Club will be meeting for 
breakfast at Toddy Brook on Satur-

day, September 16th at 7:00 am. 

Open to all men in the community. 
For more information contact Norm 

Smith at: 
smithnorman325@gmail.com 

   
 

 
 

 September Birthdays 
 

5  Linda Whittier 
7 Cindy Libby 
9 Candace Smith 
12 Kate Dransfield 
12 Tracy Dahlgren 
13 Sandra Green  
22 Madelyn Day 
22  Priscilla Brobst 
25  John Black 
26  Ali Dahlgren 
26 Ernie Clark 
28 Susan Doyle 

If we’ve missed a birthday 

or anniversary, please let us 

know, and we will update 

the list.  Many Blessings.  

Anniversaries 

 

 

Blaine and Karen Barter 
9/21/1991 

 
Happy Anniversary! 

Food Pantry Donation for 

September 
 

Laundry Detergent 
 

Small sizes work best. 
 

As always your donation can 
be left in the grocery cart and 

will be delivered to the Cum-
berland/North Yarmouth Food 

Pantry 
 

Thank you! 
 
 

Grace Street Ministries 
 
Pastor Nancy continues to walk the 
street the last 2 Tuesdays each 

month ministering to the home-
less.  Thank you to everyone who 

has donated many items of clothing 
and socks!  We are anticipating cold 

weather and will be in need of warm 
gloves and winter jackets (used 

clean is fine).  So if you are planning 
to recycle a winter jacket please 

keep GSM in mind- thank you! 
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2017 
 

Sun 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 

 

 

 

11:30-1:00 pm 

2 

3 

9:30 am Worship 

Communion-FH 

 

11:00 am 

CE Meeting 

4 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

5 

10:00 am 

Women’s Fellowship/

Tuesday Gals 

 

6 

 

 

 

7 8 9 

 

9:00-10;00  am 

Pet Place Pantry 

10 

9:30 am Worship 

 

11:00—Trustees 

 

11:00 am 

Deacons Meeting 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

10:00 am 

Women’s Fellowship/

Tuesday Gals 

 

2:30pm 

Movie-’The Shack’ 

 

13 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir Rehearsal 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

15 16 

7:00 am 

Men’s Club 

Breakfast 

 

North Yarmouth 

Fun Day 

17 

9:30 am Worship 

Congregational 

Meeting 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

19 

10:00 am 

Women’s Fellowship/

Tuesday Gals 

 

 

20 

 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir Rehearsal 

21 

1st day of fall 

 

 

 

 

22 23 

 

 

24 

9:30 am Worship 

 

 

25 

Deadline for 

October  

Newsletter 

 

 

26 

10:00 am 

Women’s Fellowship/

Tuesday Gals 

 

27 

7:00 pm 

Choir Rehearsal 

28 29 

 

30 

Cumberland Fair All Week…… 

September 24–30 
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Slate of Officers, Boards and Committee Members 
January 2017 

 
 

Moderator: 2 years Jeanne Chadbourne Vice Moderator:1 year Butch Goff 
 

Clerk:         1 year   Kathy Whittier  Treasurer:        1 year Tracy Dahlgren 
 
Financial Secretary:1 yr  Chris Perkins  Asst. Treasurer:1 year   Trudy Sappington 

 
Asst. Financial Sec.: Jeanne Chadbourne  Historians: Priscilla Brobst/Mark Heath 

 
Diaconate: 4 years Kathy Whittier  Trustees:  3 years  Paul Beggs  
                            Gary Davis 

  3 years Rob Dransfield                   2 years          Chris Dahlgren 
    Susan Elliot       

  2 years Anne Graham                1 year  Pat Field 
    Patrick Strawbridge     Kristi Wright 
  1 year  Ellen Gagnon                    1st Alt   

                          2nd Alt   
 

Missions: 3 years Ernie Clark   Christian Education: 
    Sharon Clark          3 years   Janine Dransfield 
  2 years Sue Berube               

    Leslie Eastman         2 years Julie Beggs 
  1 year  Karen Barter       Gail Strattard 

    Dale King             1 year  Rob Dransfield 
  Youth: Marisa Barter      Rosemarie Smith 

         Church School Superintendent: Janine Dransfield 
     
Pastor Parish Relations:   Nominating Committee: 

  3 years Leslie Eastman   Vice Moderator:  Butch Goff 
    Rosemarie Smith           Pamela Ames 

  2 Years Judy Maddox           Pat Field 
    Kathy Whittier 
  1 Year  Butch Goff 

    Marsha Heath 
     

       Flower Committee: 
       (Ad Hoc)   Priscilla Ambrose 
           Sarah Balvin 

           Leah Davis 
           Cindy Libby 

           Rosemarie Smith 
 
 

 
 

Annual Meeting, January 22, 2017 

Boards and Committee Members subject to change 
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North Yarmouth Congregational Church 

3 Gray Road 
North Yarmouth , ME 04097 

 

THE PARISH VOICE deadline for October is September 25th—email: nycc@maine.rr.com 


